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LOSS OF THE KENT 



EAST INDIAMAN. 



My dear E- 



WiTH the twofold view of gratifying die lively 
interest excited in the minds of our friends, by 
the awfVil and afflicting calamity that has lately 
befallen the << Kent" East IncUaman, and of 

4 

humbly recording the si^pa} interposition of 
that God, ^^ who^ in the midst of judgment, re- 
membereth mercy," I am induced to transnut to 
you — to be disposed of as you may think fi^— 
the following detailed account of the melancho- 
ly event, which has at once deprived the coun- 
try pf mf^iy valuable lives, and thereby {dunged 
nupaeroosfamiiies into the deepest distress, and 
involved, I fear, in pecuniary ruin, or reduced 
to extreme embarrassment, most of the gyiHant 
survivory^ 
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You are aware that the Kent, Captain Henry 
Cobb, a fine new ship of 1850 tons, bound to 
Bengal and China, left the Downs on the 19th 
Fdbruary, with dO officers, 344 soldiers, 48 wo* 
men, and66 children, bdonging to the 81st re- 
giment ; with 20 private passengers^ and a crew 
(including officers) of 148 men, on board. 

The bustle attendant on a departure for In* 
dia, is undoubtedly calculated to subdue the 
force of those deeply painful sensations to which 
few men can refuse to yield, in the immediate 
prospect of a long and distont separation from 
the land of their fondest and earliest recoUec- 
fions. With .my gallant shipmate^ indeed, 
whose -elasticity of spiritis is remarkddy cha* 
raeterbtic of the professions to which they be- 
longed, hope appeared greatly to predominate 
over ' sadness. Surrounded as they were by 
every circumstance that-could -render their v&f^ 
age proj^tious, and in the ample enjoyment of 
every necessarjr that could contribute eldier td 
their health or comfort^ — their hearts seemiedto 
beat high with coi^tehttheAt and gratitude 46^ 
warcb that country HMhfdi they asealousfy Berfedf 
and whose interests- Aeyw^^e cheerfully golt^ 
for A to drfend* • . ...... ...in 

Wilh a 'fine fresh breeze from the nortli-east/ 
the stately Kent, in bearing down the*(%toaMlf 
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ip'qcd ily fmm^ .tomy aweU-known spot on the 
(SH^aiBty dear to out remembrance; .and on the 
efwing pf>the Sad> we took our last view of hajp« 
py E^land,and entered !the wide Atlantic^ with* 
Qltt'tfae expectation of agmn seeing land until 
we reij^ched the shores of India* 
. With slight interruptions of bad weather, we 
omtituaed to. make way until'thenight of Mon- 
day, the 28tfa, when we w^re suddenly arrested 
injat. 47° SO', long. .10% by a violent gale from 
file south-west, whi^ gradually increased dnr* 
ing th^- whole of the foUdwipg morning, . 
: iPq, tI)K>se who bf|ve nev#r /' gcme down to the 
sea in ships, aqd seen the wonde^rs of the Lord 
in the great deep," or even to such as have ne- 
ver lieen expo^ in a westerly gale to the tee* 
9ieKidoi|s swell in the Bay of Biscay, I am seai$i- 
ble that the most sober desoriptionof the magni* 
ftoe^Bt'spectacie; of << watery hills in full succes* 
sieii Rowing," would appear sufficiently exag- 
geri^df But it i^ impossible, I think, for the 
ia^^tpf^noed mariner, however unreflecting h0 
miKry try to be, to viefw die effects of the incte^s* 
ii^ ^tprm, ai^ be feels his solitary vessel reeling 
to and fro under his &et, without invpluntarily 
raising bis thoughts, with a secret confession of 
be^pieimi^ss and veneration that be may never 
before have experienced, towards that mysteri- 
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oiis Being, whose powers ondeir ordinary etc* 
cdmstarices, we may entirely - cHsregard^ 9nA 
whose incessant goodness we are too piroae^td 
requite with ingratitude. 

The activity of the oflieers and seamen of ikM^ 
Kent appeared to keep ample pace with that of 
the gale. Our larger sails were speedily taken 
in, or closely reefed; and about 10 o^elock on 
the mt^ning of the 1st of March, after having 
M:mck onr top^gallant yards, we were lying to^ 
under a triple reefed main top-sml only, wkh 
our dead lights in, and with the whole^wateh^of 
soldiers attached to the life*lines, that were run 
along the deck for this purpose. 
' The rolling of the ship, whiuh was vasflyili^ 
creased by a dead weight of some hundred tons 
of ishot and shells that formed 'a patt ofits- lad* 
Tnjg, became so great about hal&past eleven or 
twelve o^clock, that oqt main chains were thrown 
by every lurch considerably under water ; tod 
the best cleated articles of furniture in (he ca^ 
bins and the^iHddjf'^ were diEi$hed about wtthso 
n^uch noise and violence, as to excite the Uve- 
li^t apprehensions of individual danger. 

It was a little before this period that one of 



* The Cuddy in an East Indiaman Is the large cahin or 
dining apartment, which is on a UfwtA wit^ t&e ^cutftek' dM. 
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the officers of the ship, with the welL»ineant in* 
ientioti oF ascertaining that all was fast below, 
descended with two of the sailors into the hold, 
where they carried with them, for safety, a light 
in the patent lantern ; and seeing that the lamp 
burned dimly, the officer took the precaiitioii 
to hand it ap to the orlop deck to be trimmed. 
Having afterwards discovered <Hie of the spirit 
casks to be adrift, he sent the sailors for some 
billets of wood to secure it ; but the shijp in 
their absence having made a heavy lurch, the 
officer unfortunately dropped the light; and 
letting go his hold of the cask in his eagerness 
to recover the lantern, it suddenly stove, and 
the ' sfttrits eommunicatmg with the lamp, the 
whole place was instantly in a blaze. 
' I know not what steps ^were then taken^ I 
myself had been engi^ed during the greater 
part of the morning in double lashing and 
otherwise securing the furniture in my cabin, 
and in occasionally going to the Cuddy, where 
the marine barometers were suspended, to mark 
their varying indications during the gale, in 
my journal ; and it was on one of those occft* 

sions, after having read to Mrs. , at her 

request, the 12th chapter of Su Luke, which 
so beautifiilly declares and illustrates the mi- 
nute and te»ler Providence of God, and so so* 
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l^dinly qrgies on all|' the necessity of continudi 
watchfulness and readiness for the " coming 
of |}i'e Son of Man," that I received from Cap- 
taSu Spence, the Captain of the day, the alarm-* 
ing information that the ship was on fire in the 
after*hold ; on' hastening to the hatchway, 
whence smoke was slowly ascending, - 1 found 
Captain Cobb and other officers already giving 
orders, which seemed to be promptly obeyed 
by the seamen an4 troops, who were using every 
exertion, by metos of the pumps^ buckets of 
t^ater, wet sails, ; hammocks, &c. to extinguish 
the flames* ■ - 

With a view to excite amongst the ladies as 
little alarm as possible, in conveying this intel- 
ligence to. Colonel Fearon, the commanding 
officer of the troops, I knocked gently at his 
cabin door, and expressed a wish to speak with 
him, but whiether my cQuntenance betrayed the 
state of my feelings, or the increasing npise 
and confusion up<9Ldeck created apprehensif^ns> 
amongst them that the storm was assuming a 
more serioils aspect, I found it difficult to pa^ 
cUy some of .the ladies by repj^ated assurances' 
that no danger whatever iva^ to be apprehend-' 
od'iVom tbe'lgale^ As long as the devouring 
elemeitt appeared to be cpnfiited to the spot 
where the fire originat^^,. and which w^ were 
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wmntpiyru^ snrcoiinded on ^11 sides by the wa- 
ter casks, we ventured to cherish hopes that it 
^ight be subdued ; but no sooner was the light 
bli^e vopbur that at first arose succeeded by 
v<dumes of thick dingy smoke, which speedily 
ascehiHng through all the four hatchways, roll- 
ed over every part of the ship, than all farther 
ccKneealment became impossible, and almost all 
hope of-preserving the vessel was abandoned. 
*^ Therfiaihes have reached the cable tier^' was 
exclaimed by some individuals, and the strong 
pitchy smell that pervaded the deck confirmed 
the truth. of the exclamation. . , -<■, 

In these awfu) circumstances^ Captain Cobb, 
with an. ability and decision of character that 
'seemed to increase with the imminence of the 
daqger, resorted to the only, alternative now 
left him, of ' ordering the lower decks, to be 
scuttled, the combings of the hatches to be cut, 
and the lower ports to be opened, for the free 
admission of the waves. 

' These instructions were speedily executed by 
• the united ^Botts of the troops and seamen; but 
not before some of the sick soldiers, one woman, 
and severs^! children, unable to gain the upper 
deck, had perished.' On descending to the gun 
deck with Colonel Fearbn, Captain Bray, and 
onj& or two other officers of the 31st regiment, 
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to assist in opeaitig the ports, I met, ctaggeiiog 
towards the hatchway, iti an exhausted And 
nearly senseless staie^ one of the mates, wb^ 
ijiforme^ us that he had jnst tumbled over.ibe 
dead bodies of some individuals who miurt have 
•died from suffocation, to which it was evident 
diat he himself had ahnost fallen a victim* So 
dense and of^ressive was the smoke^ that it .was 
with the utmost difficulty we could remain long 
enough below to fulfil Captain Cobb's wishes; 
which were no sooner accom{^shed, than the 
sea rushed in with extraordinary force, carry- 
ing away, in its resistless progress to the hold, 
the largest chests, bulk-heads, Sec. 

Such a sight, under any other ccmceivable dv^ 
cumstances, was well calculated to have filled 
us with horror ; but in our natural soli^^ttode to 
avoid the more immediate peril of explosiQn» 
we encieavoured to cheer each other, as we stood 
up to our knees in water, with a faint hope that 
by these violent means we might be speedily 
restored to safety. The immense quantity of 
water that was thus introduced into the hpljdf 
, had indeed the efiect, for a time, of cliecking 
the. fury of the flames ; but the danger, of sink- 
ing having increased as the risk of explosion 
was diminished, the ship became waterrlG^{gQ4> 
and presented other indications of settling, pre- 
vious to her going down. 
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Death in two of its most awful forms now 
encompassed us, and we seemed left to choose 
the terrible alternative. But always preferring 
the more remote, though ^equally certain crisis, 
we tried to shut the ports again, to close the 
hatches, and to exclude the external air, m 
order if possible to prolong our existence, the 
near and certain termination of which appear- 
ed inevitable. 

The scene of horror ^that now presented' it- 
self, baffles all description--^ 

« 

Then, rose Ikwn sea to aky thfi wild ffunewell ; 
Then ahriekM the timid, and stood still the brave. 

The upper deck was covered with between six 
and seven hundred human beings, many of 
whom, from previous sea-sickness, were forced 
on the first alarm to flee from below in a state 
of absolute nakedness, and were now running 
about in quest of husbands, children, or pa- 
rents. While some were standing in silent re- 
signation, or in stupid insensibility to their im- 
pending fate, others were yielding themselves 
trp to the most frantic despair. Some on their 
knees were earnestly imploring, with signifi- 
cant gesticulations and iti noisy supplications, 
the mercy of Him, whose arin, they exclaimed, 
was at length outstretched to smite them ; others 
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wer^ to be "seen hastily Qros«iBg,i!lmn9AY^% aiid 
performing the various i^xternal acts reqjLuri^ 
by. their p^cuUac persuasioa> while a n^ber 
of the older, and. more stoii4>-bearted soldiecs 
aod saikirs sullenly took their seats .dixectljf 
OYer the magazine^ hoping, as they stated,, that 
bjr .means of the exglosion. which they eveiy 
instant expected, a speedier termination ought 
thereby be put to their sufferings* ♦ Several 
of tibe soldiers' wives and children,, who had 
fled for temporary shelter into the aftev-cabins 
on the upper decks, were engaged in prayer 
apd in reading the Scriptures with the ladies^ 
some of whom were enabled, with wonderful 
self-possessioB, to offer to others those spiritual 
consolations,, which a firm and intelligent tcu^t 
^ the. Redeemer of the world appeared at this 
awful hour to impart to their own breasts* The 
dignified deportment of two young ladies in-pa^^ 
iiculdr, formed a specimen of natural strength 
of mind» finely modified by Christian feelings 
t{iat. failed not to attract die notice and-admi* 
mtion of every one. who had an opportunity of 
witnessing iu On the melaqcholy annpiUQuae- 

' • baptam Cobb^'vith great^fofeUiODgHt, oidemi'theMk 
to b« scuttled fbrwsrd, witli.a view to ^sitv i^ib^iotib^ 
dt|«:tM)a; Isa^ev^ag .tha^ ^twieen H and 1^ vmo^ i^ 
9Bver»l tim of water casks ; while he hoped that t&e w^t laUs,' 
&c. thrown into the after-hold, would prevent 4t ttm oom* 
Qicstiqg with the spirit room abift. 



SA9T INHIAMAN. Vk 

being made to them tliat nU hope must 
reliilquished, and tlMft death was riq^idly and 
loeTitably approaching, one ofthe ladies above 
teferred to^ ealmly sinking down on her knees, 
and claspiAg'her hands together said; '^.even 
so eotoe, Lord Jesns," and immediately propos* 
log to read a portion' of the Scriptures to those 
anAind her; her sister with nearly equal com- 
posure and coUectedtiess of mind selected the 
46th and other appropriate Psalms, which 
weve accordingly read, with intervals of prayep^ 
by those ladies alternately to the assembleil 
females. 

One yoimg gentleman, of whose promismg 
talents and piety I dare not now make farther 
mention, having calmly asked me my opinion 
respecting the state of t)ie ship, I toM him that 
I thought we should be prepared to sleep that 
night in eternity ; and I shall never forget th^ 
peculiar fervour with which he replied^ as he 
pressed my hand in his, /' my heart is filled 
with the peace of God;" adding, ^< yet though 
1 know it. is foolish, I dread exceedingly the 
!ast sirnggW 

. Amongst' the numeitms objects that struck 
jOiy.obaeni^tiQi^ at this period, I was much af- 
fected with the appearance and conduct of some 
of the d^ar children, who/ ijuite. unconscious isf 
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ihe cuddy cabins, of the perils Uuit surrounded 
them^'oontixiHed to play as usuid with their 
Httle toys in bed, or to put the most innocent 
and unseasonable questions to those around 
them. To some of the older children, who 
seemed fully alive to the reality of the danger, 
I whispered, now is the time to put in practioe 
die kistructions you used to receive at the Re-: 
gtmental School, and to think of that Saviour 
cf whom you have heard so much; theyre^ 
I^ied,- as the tears ran down their cheeks, ** O 
Sir, we are trying to remember them, and ire 
are praying to God/* 

. The passive condition to which, we were all 
reduced, by the total failure of our most strenu<^ 
ous elcertions, while it was well calculated, and 
probably designed, to convince us afterwards^ 
that our deliverance was effected, not ** by our 
own might or power, but by the Spirit of the 
Ix>rd,^ afforded us ample room at* the moment 
for deep and awful reflection, which, it is to be 
earnestly wished, may have been improved, as 
well by those who were eventually *saved, as by 
those who perished. 

It has been observed by the author of *^ the 
Retrospeet,'' diat <* in the heat of batlfe^ it Is 
not only possible but easy to forget death, «nd 
cease to think ; but in the^cool and protfBOted 
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hours of a shipwreck, where there is .often no- 
thing to engage the mind, bat the recollection 
of tried and unsuccessful labours, and the sight 
ot unavoidable and increasing harbingers of de« 
struction, it is not easy or possible to foxgcC 
' ourselves or 9i,future state/' 
. The general applicability of the latter part 
of this proposilion, I am disposed todo«bt| 
fcMT if I were to judge of the feelings of all o« 
board, by those of the number who were heavd 
to express them, I should apprehend thai a 
laige majority of those men, whose pittvions 
attention has never been fairly and fully direct 
ed to the great subject of religion, approach 
the gates of death, it may be, with soknoiiity^ 
or with terror, .but without any^ definable «r 
tangible convicticHi of the &ct, that ^^^after death 
oometh the judgment.'^ 

Several there were, indeed, who vowed in 
load. and. piteous cries, that if the Lord' God 
wsould ^are their lives, they would Aencefoi^ 
ward dedicate all their powers to his service ; 
and not a few were heard to exchum, in the 
•bitterness of remorse, that the judgmentaof the 
•Most High were justly povred out upom than^ 
for iheir neglected Sf^baths, and theiv proifc- 
•|pkte or profime lives ; but the number of thHe 
,:ira8 ea^trem^y amall,.who appeiired to dwell 
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ekhep wiih lively hope, or dread on the view of 
an.openiQg. eternity. / And as a. farther evi- 
dence jq£ ifaetradi of this observation, I niay> 
niefitipD. that when I afterwards had occasion* 
to mdUol the mizea shrouds; I tbe^e ineit with 
a young man, who had- brought me a letter of 
hitrfdutitidn from our excellent friend. Dr. 
Q«-*n, to. whom I felt it my duty, while we 
were. rooking on. the. mast, quietly to propose 
the great jquestion, ^' What must wedo to«be 
sated?*, and this: young . geptlenian has since 
in&naiied Mr. P. that though he was at that 
mffment fully persuiaded of the certainty of inift 
mediate death, yet the subject of eteiinity, In 
any fiarrm, had npt once flashed oipon hisinind, 
pveviously to my conversation. ' > 

. While we thus, lay in a state of physical, in* 
ertion, but with all our mental faculties in rar 
pidraad.paihfaLactivity,**-with the waveslash*- 
ing^iirioiisly] against the side of our devbl«d 
ship, .as if in anger with the hostile element for 
not m<Nre speedily performing its office, of :de^ 
stcusliQn,.*^the binnacle, by one of those many 
lurches which were driving every thing mov^ 
able from side to side of the vessel, was sud* 
-deaaity wrenched from its fastenings, and all the 
apparatus of the compass dashed to pieces, ng^ 
oi> the deck ; on which one of the'young malei^ 
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ompliaticanjr'regitrduig it for a xnomeiit, criM 
out with die emotion sro natural to a sailor un^ 
der snchcircumBtances, << What ! is the Kent's 
compass really gone?' leaving the bystanders 
to form, from that omen, their own condnsionsi 
One promising young officer of the troops was 
seen thoughtfully removing from hir writing* 
case a lock of hair, which he composedly de> 
•posited in his bosom ; and another officer pro- 
curing paper, &c. addressed a short communir 
catSf^ his father, which was afterwards ca^e- 
folly enclosed in a bottle, in the hope that it 
might eventually reach its destination, with the 
yi^w, as he stated, of relieving, him from: the 
long years of fruitless anxiety and suspense 
which pur melancholy fate would awaken, and 
of boaring his humble testimony, at a moment 
when his sincerity could scai^cely be question- 
ed,* to the faithfulness of that *God in whose 
mercy he trusted, and whose peace h^ largely 
enjoyed in the tremendous prospect of imme- 
diate dissolution. 

. It was at this appalling instant, when ^< all 
hope that we should be saved was now taken 
away,*^ and when the letter referred* to Was 
about being committed to the waves, that 
it occurred to Mr. Thomson, the fourth 
mate, to send a man to the fore-top, rather 
with the ardent wish, than the expectation. 
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fhftt some friendly sail might be discovered on- 
the filce of the waters. The sailor, on mouit^ 
ing, threw his eyes round the horizon for amcH 
ment, — ^a moment of unutterable suspense,***- 
and waving his hat, exclaimed, ** a sail on the 
lee bbw !** The joyfiil announcement was re- 
ceived with deep* felt thanksgivings, and with 
three cheers upon deck. Our flags of distress 
^ere instantly hoisted, and our minute gnna 
fired ; and we endeavoured to bear down un- 
der our three top-sails and fore-sail upon the 
stranger, which afterwards proved to be the 
Cambria, a small brig of 200 tons burden-^ 
Cook — Abound to Vera Cruz, having on board 
twenty or thirty Cornish miners, and oAer 
agents of the Anglo-Mexican Company. 

For ten or fifteen minutes we were lefk in 
doubt whether the brig perceived our signals, 
or perceiving them, was either disposed or able 
to lend us any assistance. From the violence 
of the gale, it seems that the report of our 
guns was not heard ; but the ascending vo- 
lumes of smoke from the ship, sufficiently an- 
nounced the dreadftd nature of our distress ; 
and we had the satisfaction, after a short period 
of dark suspense, to see the brig hoist British 
colours, and crowd all sail to hasten to our re- 
lief. ' 
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Althoij^h'tt was impossible, aiid woukt have 
been improper, to repress the rising hopes that 
tv«jre pretty generally diffiised amongst us by 
t^ unexpected sight of the Cambria, yet I con* 
fess, that when . I rdlected on the long period 
our ship had been already burning-^-on the 
tremendous sea that was running — on the ex-r 
treme smallness of ihe brig, and the immense 
number of human beings to be saved,— I could 
only venture to hope that a few might be spar* 
^d i but I durst not for a moment contemplate 
Ihe possibility of my own preservation. 
' ' WhUe Captain Cobb, Colonel Fearon, and 
Mi^or Macgregor of the Slst regiment, were 
consulting together, as the brig was approach- 
ing us, on the necessary preparations for get* 
ting out the boats, &c. one of the officers ask* 
ed Major M* in what order it was intended the 
officers should move off; to which the other 
replied, ** Of course in funeral order ;" which 
injunction was instantly confirmed by Colonel 
Fearon, who said, '* Most undoubtedly the ju- 
juors first— but see that any man is cut down 
who presumes to enter the boats before the 
ineans of escape are presented to the women 
and children/' 

To prevent the rush to the boats-, as they 
%rere being lowered, wl^ich, from certain symp* 
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tomfi of in[ip4tieQce ibaaifested both by sdldiers 
a|id sailorSs, there -Wfis neason^to^fear.; sq^ pf 
the military officers were stationed or^r Ijs^Ci^ 
witl^ drawn $wordSk But from the firm dt^tex*^ 
minatioii which these exhibitedj.and the g.r^ 
subo^rdinatiOQ observed, with few exceptioEns^by, 
the troops,. this proper precautipa was after^ 
wards rendered unnecessary. ... ; 

Arr^ngfsmentshaviingbeeivconsiderat^yrkiade 
by Captain Cobb for placing in the first, bpait, 
previous tq letting it dpwn, all the ladies, and ac 
many of the soldiers' wives asitoould safeLj; 
contain, they. hurriedly wrapt; themselves up' in 
ivhatever articles of dpthipg could be mos( coli<«> 
veuiently found; and I think about two, or half- 
past two, o'clock, a most mournfiil proce^KMS^ 
advanced from the after-pabins to the starbofard 
cuddy port, outside of whidi the cutter was 6i|s<^, 
peni^ed.' Scarcely a word was uttered — not a 
iicream was heard-*»even the infants ceased to 
cry, as if conscious of the unspoken and un- 
speakable anguish that was at that instant rendr 
^ ing the heartsjof their parting parents — ^npr was 
th^ silence of voices in any way broken, except, 
in one or two cases, where the ladies pl^ntively 
entreated permission to be left behind with their, 
hufl^ap^s. But on being ; assured that ey^y 
moiaent^s delay might occftsion the ^acrifi^ ^a 
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human life, they successively suffered themselves 
to be torn from the tender embrace, and with 
the fortitude which never fails to characterise 
^d adorn their sex on occasions of overwhelm- 
ing trial, were placed, without a murmur, in the 
boat, which was immediately lowered into a sea 
so tempestuous, as to leave us only *^ to hope 
against hope'' that it should live in it for a single 
moment. Twice the cry was heard from those 
on the chains that the boat was swamping. But 
He who enabled the Apostle Peter to walk on 
the face of the deep, and was graciously attend* 
ing* to the silent but earnest aspirations of those 
on board, had decreed its safety. 
' Although Captain Cobb had used every pre- 
caution to diminish the danger of the boat's' 
descent, and for this purpose stationed a man' 
with an axe to cut away the tackle from either 
extremity, should the slightest difficulty ^occur 
in unhooking it ; yet the peril attending the 
whole operation, which can only be adequately 
estimated by nautical .men, had very nearly 

proved fatal to its numerous inmates. 

ft 

After one or two unsuccessful attempts to 

• ' * * 

place the little frail bark fairly upon the sur- 
face of the water, the command was at length 
given to unhook ; the tackle at the st6rn was, 
in consequence, immediately cleared; biii^the^ 
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ropes at the bow bailing got foul, the sailor 
there found it unpossible to obey the order. In 
vain was the axe applied to the eiitang]:ed tackle, 
the moment was mconceivably critical, as the 
boat, which necessarily followed the motion of 
the ship, was gradually rising out of the wa*' 
ter, and must, in another instant, have been 
hanging perpendicularly by the bow, and its 
. helpless passengers launched into the deep, 
had not a most providential wave suddenly 
struck and lifted up the stern, so as to enable 
the seamen to disengage the tackle; and the 
boat, being dexterously cleared from the ship, 
was seen, after a little while, frdm the poop, 
battling with the billows ;-*^now raised, in- its 
progress to the brig^ like a speck on their sum- 
mit, and then disappearingfor several secondlf^ 
as if engulfed ^^ in the horrid vale" between 
them**' The Cambria havinqi^ prudently lam 
to at some distfince froi^ the Kent, lest she 
should be involved in her e:i{pIosipn, or exposed 
to the fire from pur guns, which, being all 

* I was afterwupds lufpnned.by one of die ptsaengen im 
board the Cambria,— fprfroin the grsAt hei^t of the IndiaWMua, 
. we had not the opportunity of making a similar obsenratlan,— 
that when both vessels happened to be at the same time in the 
trougjh of the eea^'^e Kent wat entirely concealed by th^ ipt^r* 
vening Wfiyet from the de^ of the Ca|nbrim 
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diottedy afterwards went off ^ the flames 9ue* 
eessively reached them, the men had a consider* 
able way to r^w ; . aud the success of this first 
e|[perimeiit seeming to be the measure of our 
future hopes, the noyements of this precious 
boat— incalculably precious, without doubt, to 
the. agoni2ed husbands and fathers immediately 
connected with it, — ^were watched with intense 
anxiety by all on board. The better to balance 
the boat in the raging sea through which it had 
to pass, and to enable the seamen to ply their 
oars, the women and children were stowed pro- 
miscuously under the seats ; and consequently 
ex{>osed to the risk of being drowned by the 
c<mtinual dashing of the spray over their headsj^ 
whi^h so filled the boat during the passage, 
that before their arrival at the brig, the poor 
fbtqp^l^s were sitting up to the breast in water^ 
and their children kept with the greatest diffi* 
Qttl^ ^bove iu 

However, in the course of twenty minutes*, 
or half an hour, the little cutter was soon 
alongside the *> ark of refuge ;" and the first 
hu^nan being .that happened to be re^admitted, 
.ra^4>f the vast assemblage that ultimately found 
shelter there, was the infant son of Major 
Macgregor, a child of only a few weeks, who 
was caught from bis mother's arms and lifted 

4 
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into tfaebri^ by Mr. Thomison, the fmtrtb ttftftf 
oTthe K^nt, the oflScer who had been prdeveA 
to-takechatge of the ladies' bbat. . •' * 
Bui the extreme difficulty and dang^-pre^ 
sented to the women and children in gQttii^' 
into the Cambria seemed scarcely l^s imafi* 
nent than that which they had previously: 0i« 
countered ; for, to jH*eyent Ae boat ftom^ 
swamping or being stove against the side of die 
brig, while its passengers were disembarkitig" 
from it, required no ordinary exercise of skill 
and perseverance on the part of the sailors,- nor> 
of selfi^possession- and effort cm that.of this ife- 
males themselvtes. On coming al(mgside\Ae 
Cambria, Captain. Cook very judicidusly call- 
ed i>nt &st for the children, who were sucoes-* 
sively thrown or handed up from the boat' 
The women were then. urged to avail theflft-^ 
selves of every favourable heave of the sea by- 
springing towards the many friendly arms that 
were extended from the vessel to receive them ; 
and, notwithstanding the deplorable coBse-' 
quence of making a false step under such cri-' 
tical circumstances, not a single accident oe* 
curred to any individual belon^ng to this first 
boat* Indeed, the only one whose life appears 
to have beeii placed in extreme je^^rdyahmg*-^ 
side, was one of the ladies, who, in attempting 
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to spiring from the boat, came short of the 
hand that was held out to her, and would cer- 
tainly have perished, had she not most happily 
caught hold at the instant of a rope that hap- 
pened to be hanging over the Cambria's side, 
to which she clung for some moments, until 
she was dragged into the vessel. 

I have reason to know, that the feelings of 
oppression, delight, gratitude and praise expe- 
rienced by the married oiSicers and soldiers, 
on> being assured of the comparative safety of 
their wives and children, so entirely abstracted 
th^ minds from their own situation, as to ren- 
der them for a little while afterwards totally 
insensible either to the storm that beat upon 
them, or to the active and gathering volcano 
that threatened every instant .to explode under 
thehr feet. 

It being impossible for the boats, after the 
first trip, to come alongside the Kent, a plan 
was adopted for lowering the women and child- 
ren by ropes from the stern, by tying them 
two and two together. But from the heaving 
of thli ship, and the extreme difficulty in drop- 
ping them at the instant the- boat was under- 
neath, many of the poor creatures were una- 
voidably plunged repeatedly under water ; and 
much as humanity may rejoice that no woman 

B 
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M^as eventually lost by this process, yet it was 
as impossible to preveat, a& it. was. (feplorable 
to witness, the great sacrifice it occasiiDned of 
the younger children,*— the same violent nieao^ 
which only reduced the parents to a state of 
exhaustion or insensibility, having entirely exr 
tinguished the vital spark in. the feebler firauBDa 
of the infants that were fastened to tbw)« 

Amid the conflicting feelings and dispo^ 
tions manifested by the nttmerons actons in 
this melancholy drama^ many affecting proofs 
were elicited of parental and filial a&ction» 
or of disinterested friendship, that seemed, to 
shed a momentary halo around the gloomy 
scene. 

Two or three soldiers, to relieve their wiv^ 
of a part of their families,, sprang into the wa- 
ter with their children, and perished in. tjieir 
endeavours to save, tibem. One young lady, 
who had resolutely infused to quit her father^ 
whose sense of duty kepi; him at his post, wim» 
near falling a sacrifice to her fiUal devotion, not 
having been pidced up . by thos^ i^, the (j^oats 
until she had sunk five or si¥ times. AdMh^ 
individual, who waa reduced to the frightful 
alternative of losing his wife oi^, his children^ 
hastily decided in. favour of bfe duty to the f<M?7 
mejp. His wife was aQcoi^in^ly.:$ay^, but hi^ 
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four children, alas ! were left to perish. A fine 
fellow, a soldier, who had neither wife nor child 
of his own, but who evinced the greatest solici* 
tude for die safety of those of others, insisted 
on havli^ three children lashed to him, with 
whom he plunged into the water ; not being 
able to reach the boat, he was again drawn in- 
to the ship with his charge, but not before two 
of the children had expired. One man fell 
down the hatchway into the flames^ and ano- 
ther had his back so completely brolcen a& to 
have been observed quite doubled falling over- 
board. These numerous spectacles of indivi- 
dual loss and suffering were not confined to 
the entrance upon the perilous voyage between 
the two ships. One man, who fell between 
the boat and the brig, had his head literally 
crushed to pieces ; and some others were lost 
in their attempts to ascend the sides of the 
Cambria. 

Seeing that the tardy means employed for 
the escape of the women and children, neces- 
sarily consi^med a great deal of time that might 
be partly devoted to the general preservation, 
orders were given thbt along with the females, 
each of the boats should also admit a certain 
portion of the soldiers i several ci whom, in 
their impatience to take advMti^^ of this per- 
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mission, flung themselves overboard, and sunk: 
in their ill-judged and premature efforts for 
deliverance. 

One poor fellow of this number, a very te* 
spectable man, had actually reached the boatj 
and was raising, bis hand to lay hold on the 
gunnel, when the bow of the boat, by a suddl^ti. 
pitch, struck him on the head, and he instantly 
went down. There was a peculiarity attending 
this man's case that deserves notice. His wife^ 
to whom he was warmly attached, not having 
been of the allotted number of women to ac- 
company the regiment abroad, resolved, in her 
anxiety to follow her husband, to defeat this aor- 
rangement, and accordingly repaired with the 
detachment to Gravesend, where she ingenious- 
ly managed, by eluding the vi^lance of the sen- 
tries, to get on board, and conceal herself for 
several days ; and although she was discover** 
ed, and sent ashore at Deal, she contrived a 
second time, with true feminine perseverance, 
to get between decks, where she continued to 
secrete herself until the morning of the fatal 
disaster. 

. While the men were thus bent in various 
ways on self-preservation, one of the sailors, 
who had taken his post with many others over 
the maga^ne, awaiting with great patience the 
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dreaded explosion, tit last cried out, as if in ill 
biifliour that his expectation was likely to be 
disappointed, " Well ! if she won't blow up, 
PIl see if I can't get away from her :" and in- 
stantly jumping up, he made the beiit of bis 
way to one of the boats, which I understand he 
reached- in safety. 

I ought to state, that three out of the six 
boats- we originally possessed, were either com- 
pletely stove or swamped in the course of the 
day, one of them with men in it, some of whom 
were seen floating in the water for a moment 
before they disappeared; and it is suspected 
that one or two of those who went down, must 
have supk under the weight of their spoils, the 
same individuals having been seen eagerly 
plundering the cuddy cabins. 

As the day was rapidly drawing to a close, 
and the flames were slowly, but perceptibly ex? 
tending. Colonel Fearon and Captain Cobb 
evinced an increasing anxiety to relieve the 
remainder of the gallant men under their 
charge, 

, To facilitate this object, a rope was suspended 
from the extremity of the spanker boom, along 
which the men were recommended to proceed, 
and thence slide down by the rope into the 
boats. But as, friom the great swell of the sea^ 



md the rCQ^^tafaJt heaving pf tb0 sbi^, tt wf($ 
impossible for i^^ booths to pre^ery^e their ^MSfi* 
tipn for a mQ0iei»t ; thos^ vwbo idapled this 
.course incurrefi so f^efA 9 ris^'t^swifigiiig Ibr 
some time ia the ^rt $.nd of bdi^ r^p^^tedly 
plunged und^r ^ater, or dashed aigtin^ the 
sides of the boats underneath^ that u^tiy of tb^ 
Japdsmep continulad t0 thfi9w tbems^Wes pat 
jpf the stern wiiidoi^s oxi the Uppet d^ok^ pffftt 
ferring wha| -af^^^r^ to m^ the more j;^? eci^ 
jripils pbaaee of reaehiqg i^e bPa^ h^r swim* 
IQUBg. {l^f^s iBfide of spares b^i^c0&p$j &«» 
latere also ordered tp he ^oastl'uot^df for tbd 
twofold purpose pf faming w iiitermedi«le 
x^mmunicatic^ with the bpi^ts^— ^ puirposej by 
the bye, which tibey very uilpeiffe^lly :«tie(weiei}, 
—and of serving aj9 a l^Mpc^t' of retreat^ 
should the f^rth§r e3^t^tisi(3^ <)f the jBa^ies com- 
pel us to desert the y^spsel ah^gelh^ } ditecr 
tions were c^t the sam^ time ^T^a' Ih^ etery 
mmi ^hpi|ld tie a rppe r0<«ld his wm«U by 
whiqh he #ightj afi^rw»rds attd^ Utosislf la 
the rafts, should he be suddenly forced |o take 
\q the water. While ^ th^ people were hUftily 
Qpcupi§4 fe ffc4i^ptiog this recpmrnesd^tioiii^ I 
w^s ^urp^ifefdj { had rf^oi^t 9»id amused, by 
the ^gular d^UjQa^y of pite 0f the Irieib 'ler 
qvnits, wtvpf in sc»r^bii3^ fm:% rep^ in oa© of 
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the cabiids, eifcUed out to me that he could find 
Bone except the cordage belonging to an offi* 
oer's oot, and wished to know whether there 
would be any harm in his appropriating it to 
his own use. 

The gifadual removal of the officers was at 
the same time commenced, and was marked by 
a discipline the most rigid, and an intrepidity 
die most ^Kemplary : none appearing to be in- 
fluenced by a vain and ostentatious bravery, 
which, in cases of extreme, peril, affords rather 
a presun^)tive proof of secret timidity than of 
fortitude; nor any betraying an unmanly or 
unsoldierlike impatience to quit the ship; but 
with the becoming d^>ortment of men neither 
paralysed by, nor profanely insetisible to, the 
aocumulating dangers that encompassed them, 
they progressively departed in the different 
boats with their soldiers ; — they who happened 
to proceed first, leaving behind them an exam- 
pie of coolness, that could not be unprofitable 
to those who followed* 

But the fittest illustration of their conduct, 
was displayed in that of their chief, whose 
abUity and invincible presence of taind, under 
die complicated responsibility and Anxiety of a 
commander, husband^ and father, were eminent- 
ly calculated, throughout this dismal day, to in- 
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spire all others with composure and fortitude. 
Never for a moment did Colonel Fearon seem 
to forget the authority with which his Sovereign 
had invested him, nor did any of his officers — 
as far as my observation went— -cease to re-* 
member the relative situations in which they 
were severally placed. Even in the gloomiest 
moments of that dark season, when the dis6olu<^ 
tion of every earthly distinction seemed near at 
band, the decision and confidence with which 
orders were issued on the one hand, and the 
promptitude and respect with which they were 
obeyed ti>n the other, afford the best proofs of 
the stability of the well-connected system of di»< 
cipline established in the 31st regiment, and the 
most unquestionable ground for the high and 
flattering commendation which His Royal High* 
ness the Commander^in* Chief has been pleased 
to bestow upon it. 

I should, however, be guilty of injustice and 
unkindness, if I here omitted to bear my hum-' 
ble testimony to the manly behaviour of the 
East India Company's cadets, and other private 
passengers on • board, who emulated the best 
conduct of the officers of the ship and of the 
troops, and equally participated with them in 
all the hardships anil exertions of the day* 

As an agreeable proof too, of the subordina- 
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tioh and^-gbod feeling that governed the poor 
soldiers in the midst of .their safierings, loiight 
to state) that towards evening, when the melan^ 
choly groapes who were passively seated on the 
poop, exhausted by previous fatigue, anxiety, 
and fasting, were beginning to experience the 
pain of intolerable thirst, a box of oranges was 
accidentally discovered by some of the men, wha 
with ^ degree of mingled consideration, i^espect, 
and affection, that could hardly have been, ex* 
pected at such a moment, refused to partake of 
the grateful beverage until they had offered a 
share of it to their officers. 

I regret that the circumstances under which 
I write, da not allow me sufficient time for re^ 
calling to«9y recollection all the busy thoughts 
that engaged my own mind on that eventful 
day, or the. various conjectures which I ventur- 
ed to form of what was passing in the min^a of 
other$. 

But one idea, I remember, was forcibly sug-* 
g^sted to me,r-that instead of being able to 
trace^ amongst my numerous associates, that 
diversity of fortitude which I should have ex- 
pected, apriorif would mark their conduct,—- 
forming,, as it were, a descending series, from 
the decided heroism exhibited by some^ down 
to the lowest degree of pusillanimity and frenzy, 



djboovenible ia t)ibenfrr-{ vrntdecd "Ast: tke 
mental . ^ondbskm of liiy felLovi sjiffctert iri» 
mthsr divodtcl 1]^ a broads but as: it w&wwmdB^ 
^ipQsred» Bot impAstable Une; on the ome.jiidb 
c^ whkh were ranged all whose minds ware 
gveatiy elei?al«d by tbe excilemeiifr ^ve theur 
Qxdtofupy alandatd ; and on the other was to be 
seen tbe incaioulably smaUei, bnt mere e&ospir 
(^upus groope^ whose powers of aptiag end 
thinking became absolutely paralyjed, or^were 
dviven into deUiimny by the unesual cdbamcter 
and pcessiure of the danger. 

Nor was it uninteresting to okservetfaeeuri* 
MM intertbanget at least%»tenia%»:of. strength 
and weakness tkaid otoained between- &ose two 
daaeoffdaiit pailtesi daring the itg^* Semi^ 
whose agilatioii and timidity hadi in Aeearlmr 
part of'ity rslBdeved them objaets.of pilgr o« con"- 
tempt^ aAa«warc|» roae,- by smne geeat.intenial 
effort, into positive distinction for the ojqpiMile 
9Mililiiil I Wbik otbeta^ veMMrkaUte efr fii^t for 
oalira«»» ttad eauirage, snddtmlf gi^g wi^» 
without any fraah caiule^despw!, aeemad aftaa^ 
wirds to cant their mbidi as Aey did thsfk 

bodies^ proMliale befbae the.d•009^ 

iii ifms Qot:diffiettlt» parl^aps» te aecmmt Sat 
d»ssk ^pfMffient anomaliea; baa: I sbaU oobteiit 
mys^ wilb simply statiiig* tbe iaotSf adding' to 
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tmt ^a Mmilir decdriptkm tfaiit MnaiUy 
affeiiBted ngr o#n mind. 

. Some of the soldiers n^a^ me hairing casually 
remarked that tlie sun was settings I looked 
ronnd, and de^er can I forget the mtensity with 
which I regarded his declining r^s. I had 
previously felt deeply impressed with the eon- 
ncdoa that thai a^j^t tike ocean was to be my 
bed; aod had^ I imagined, sufficiently idealised 
to my milid, both tkelast stragg^ and the con- 
sequences of dead). But as I continued solemn- 
ly watching the departtf^ beamis of the son, 
the thou^ that 'that was^ really the very last I 
diould ever befacdd,: gradually, expanded into 
reflections^ the most tremendous in th^r inii- 
port.«^It wnc not^ I am persuadedy eidier the 
rietrospect of a 'most nnpcofitabfe life^ or the 
direct &ar of deatk or of judgment that occur 
pied my mind at the pecmd I aUiide to'; but a 
lMroad,> iUanitabfe viaar of eternity ilself, altD-. 
gether abstraetad from the aiiaery or felicity 
that flows t^raugb it^^-^-a sort of painleai^ piea^ 
sBreless, sleeplegyqfeianty> Iknowhotwbither 
tbe overvi^ialming' though would hivve. borriad 
ma^ had I not. speedily seised, as with.thegoaap 
oi death* on. som&of those sweet psooouses of 
IJm gospelt which give to an immortal existaaee 
its only charms; and that naturally enough led 
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back my thbuglits» by means of the brilfiant 
object before me, to the contem]dalioii of that 
^ blessed city, which h«th no need of the sun» 
neither of the moon to shine in it ; for the ghnry 
of God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is tl^ 
%ht thereof." 

I have been the more particular in recording 
my precise feelings at the period in question, 
because they tend to confirm an opinion which 
I have long entertained,— in common, 11>elieve, 
with yourself and others,— »that we very rarely 
realize even those objects that seem, in our 
every day speculati(ms, to be the most interest* 
ing to our hearts. We are so much in the habit 
of uttering the awful words — ^Almighty, heaven, 
hell, eternity, divine justice, holiness, &c. with- 
out attaching to them, in all their magnitude, 
the ideas of which such words are the symbols, 
that we become overwhelmed with much of the 
astonishment that accompanies a new and alarm- 
ing discovery, if, at any time, the ideas them- 
selves are suddenly and forcibly imj^essed up- 
on us ; and it is probably this vagueness of cos^ 
ception, experienced even by those whose minds 
are not altogether unexercised on the subject 
of religion, that enables others, devoid of all 
rejBeetion whatever, to stand on the very brink 
of that precipice which divides the world of 



s 
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tifii^ from the regions of eter!iiity, not only wkb 
apparent, but frequently, I am persuaded, with 
refill tranquillity. How much is it to be lament^ 
ed, that we do not keep in mind a truth which 
no one can pretend to dispute, that our indi£Snv 
ence or blindness to danger, whether it be tem- 
poral or eternal, cannot possibly remove or di- 
minish the extent of it. 

Some time after the shades of night had en- 
veloped us, I descended to the cuddy, in quest of 
a blanket to shelter me from the increasing cold; 
and the scene of desolation that there presented 
itself was melancholy in the extreme. The place 
which, only afew short hours before, had been the 
seat of kindly intercourse, and of social gaiety, 
was now entirely deserted, save by a few miserable 
wretches, who were either stretchedin irrecover- 
able intoxication on the floor, or prowling about 
like beasts of prey, in search of plunder. The 
sofks, drawers, and other articles of furniture, 
the due arrangement of which had cost so 
much thought and pains, were now broken in- 
to a thousand pieces, and scattered in confu- 
sion around me. Some* of the geese and other 
poultry, escaped from their confinement, were 
cackling in the cuddy; while a solitary pig, 
wandering from its sty in the forecastle, was 
ranging at large in undisturbed possession of 
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iJie Brosads carpet that coTeifed <xit of fist 
lAas^ Glad to retire from a scene scyckeerlcM 
and affactiiig, and tendered more dismal by the 
smoke wfaidi was oozing up from below, I 
returned to the poop, where I agdm Ibond 
amongst the fiew officers that remained^ Cap- 
taiin Cobb^ Colonel Fearon, Liehitenants Bux- 
ton, Booth, and Evans, superintending widi 
unabated zeal, the removal of the rapidly di- 
mknshing sufferers, as the boats aueeebsively 
arrived for their conveyance. 

The alarm and impatience of the people in* 
creased in a high ratio aa llie ni^t advanced; 
and our fears, amid the sunmmding darknesi,. 
were fed as much by the granndleBS or eKagg^v 
ated reports of die timid, as by the real and 
evident apfMToach <^ the fatal crisis itself. 
Widi die view to insnre a greater probability 
of being (fiscovered by those in the. boats, some 
of the more collected and hardy soldiers {fot I 
think ahnost all the sailors had already eStd^ 
ed their escape) took tlm precatttion to tie 
towels and such like articles round their beads^ 
previously to their committing thcansdves to 
the water. 

A3 the boats were neady Aree quarters' of 
an hour absent between eadi trip, whidi pe^ 
nod was necessarily spent by those in the 



4Mit qvporMsi^ nvusr ^BKwrdeid for coUectmg 
ijie 9eiilimeBt9 of ntay .of tke unhappy oMti 
«uraiai04 me ;. some of whom^, after remaining 
Iierhapa for a while in sil^t abs^lraetion,. woidd 
suddenly burst forth, a^ if awakened from some 
tevisihle dream te a flitill more (rightful reality, 
in%:> a loqg train of loud and desponding lar 
mwtAtjoQ, that gradually subsided into its 

fmner stiUness* 

It was daring thosc^ trying intervals of r«st» 
tbafc r^Ugio^ lAStruetjoqi and c<Misolation ap- 
peared to be the most required,., and the most 
t^qeptable^. 3o«ae tb^re were, accordingly, 
who endeavoured to dispense it agreeably to 
4^ visible wants and feelings of the earnest 
hearers* Q(i qne of those occasions, especially, 
the officer to^whoga I have already alluded, 
ir^s. entreeted to pray« ^is prayer was short, 
b¥t w^s fir^iiwtly bjrc^n by the exclamationg 
of assent to spme; of its confessi<His, that were 
wrung from the. ajlioted hearts of his honest 
^q4Hors. 

•. I know not in what mam^er^ under those 
^cumstamees, spiriliaal h^e or comfprt could 
have been nuiai^t^Qed to.mya|Si)cted compa* 
luc^^ by tjiese^.who r^ia^d wcnrks, either 
wholly or part)y> as the means of propitiating 
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Divinie Justice, rather than the ^evidence and 
fruits of that faith which pacifies the conscience 
and purifies the heart* But in some few cases, 
at least, where the individuals deplored -the 
want of time for repentance and good i;ilEorks, I; 
well remember that no arguments tended to 
sooth their troubled minds, but thc>se which 
went directly to assure them of the freeness 
and fulness of that grace which is not refused, 
even in the eleventh hour, to the very chief of 
sinners. And if any of those to whom I now 
allude, have been spared to read this record of 
their feelings in the prospect of death; it will, 
be well for them to keep solemnly in mind the 
vows they then took upon them, and to seek to 
improve that season of probation which they 
so earnestly besought, and which has .been so 
mercifully, extended to them,— by humbly and 
incessantly applying for accessions of that faith 
which they are sensible removed the terrors of 
their awakened consciences, and can alone en- 
able them henceforward to live in a sober, 
righteous, and godly manner, — and thereby 
give the only unquestionable proof of their 
love to God, and their interest in the great 
salvation of his Son Jesus Christ 
' If, on reading this imperfect narrative^ any 
persons beyond the immediate circle of my com- 
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panions in misery (for within it I can safely 
declare that there were no indications of 
ridicule) should ailect to despise, as contemp'- 
tible or unsoldierlike, the humble devotional 
exercises to which I have now referred, I 
should like to assure them, that, although they 
were undoubtedly commenced and prosecuted, 
much more with an eternal than a temporal ob- 
ject in view, yet they also subserved the inir 
portant purpose of restoring order and com- 
posure amongst a certain limited class of the 
soldiers, at moments when mere military ap- 
peals had ceased to operate with their wonted 
influence. 

I must state, that in gehercU, it was not those 
most remarkable for their fortitude who evinced 
either a precipitancy to depart, or a desire to 
remain very long behind — ^the older and cooler 
soldiers appearing to possess too much regard 
for their officers, as well as for their individual 
credit, to take their hasty departure at a very 
early period of the day, and too much wisdom 
and resolution to hesitate to the very last. . 
• But it: was not till the close of litis mournful 
tragedy tthJEit backwardness, rather than impa- 
tience, to adopt the perilous and only means of 
escape that o£Pered, became generally discerni- 
ble on the part .of the unhappy remnant still on 
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board ;»and that made it not only imperative 
on Captain Cobb to reiterate his threats, as 
well as his entreaties, that not an instant should 
be lost, but seemed to render it expedient for 
one of the officers of the troops, who had ex* 
pressed his mtention of remaining to the last, 
to limit, in the hearing of those around him, 
the period of his own stay. Seeing however, 
between nine and ten o^clock, that some indi- 
viduals were consuming the precious moments, 
by obstinately hesitating to proceed, while 
ethers were making the inadmissible request 
to be lowered down as the women had been ; 
learning fr<mi the boatmen that the wreck, 
which was already nine or ten feet below the 
ordinary watdr mark, had sunk two feet lower 
dncedieir.last trip; and calculating,* besides, 
that the two boats then under the stern, with 
that which was in sight on its return from die 
brig, would suffice for the conveyance of all 
who seemed in a condition to remove; the 
three renmimng officers of the Slst r^ment 
seriously prepared to take their departure. 

As I cannot perhaps convey to you so cor- 
rect an idea jo£ the condition of others as by 
describing my own feelii^s and situation un- 
der the same circumstances, I shall make no 
i^logy for detailii^ the manner of my indi* 
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^idnH escape^ wliidh will suffieieiHly mark that 
^imanj hundreds that preceded it. 

The spaoker boom of so large a ship as the 
Kent^ which projects, I should think, 16 or 18 
feet over the stero, rests on ordinary occasions 
about 19 or 20 feet above the water ; but in the 
position in which we were placed, from the 
great height of the sea, and consequent pitch- 
ing of the ship, it was frequently Uft^ to a 
height of not less than. 30 or 40 feet from the 
fturface. 

• To readh the rope, therefc^e, that hung firom 
its extremity, was an operation that seemed to 
Mquire the aid of as much dexterity of hand 
as steadiness of head. For it was not only the 
nervousness of creeping alopg the boom it$elf,. 
or .the extreme difficulty of aftefwar d$ seizii^ 
on, and sliding down by the rope, that we had 
to dread, and that had occasioned the loss of 
some valuable lives, by deterring the men from 
adopting this mode of escape ; but as the boat, 
^idiich. the one moment was probably dose un- 
der tbe boom, might be carried the next, by 
^ force of the waves, 15 or 80 yards away 
from iti thee unfaa^y individual, whose best 
calcolationa ware thus defeated^ was generally 
left swinging f<ir some time in mid-air, if he 
wa4 not rc^afedly plunged severfd feet un- 



44 LOSS OV THE KENT 

tier water, or dashed with dangerous violence 
against the sides of the retarning boat,— -or 
what not unfrequendy happened, was forced to 
let go his hold of the rc^ altogether. As 
there seemed, however, no alternative, I did 
not hesitate, notwithstanding my comparative 
inexperience and awkwardness in such a sita- 
ation, to throw my leg across theperiloas stidc ; 
and with a heart extremely grateful that such 
means of deliverance, dangerous as they ap^ 
peared, were still extended to me ; and move 
grateful still that I had been enabled, in com- 
mon with others, to discharge myhonest duty 
to my sovereign and to my fellow soldiers;-^ 
I proceeded, after confidently committing my 
spirit, the great object of my solidtude, into 
the keeping of Him who had formed and re- 
deemed it, to creep slowly forward, feelii^at 
every step the increasing difficulty of. my situ- 
ation. Oit getting nearly to the end of the 
boom, the young officer whom I followed and- 
myself were met with a squall of wind and rain, 
so violent as to make us fain te^embrace close* 
ly the slippery stick, without attempting for 
some minutes to make any progress, and to 
excite our apprehension that we must relin- 
quish all hope of reaching the rope. But our 
fears were disappointed : and after resting 
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for .a while at the boom end, while my com- 
panion was desceoding to the boat, which he 
did not find until he had been plunged once or 
twice over head in the water, I prepared to fol« 
low ; and instead of lowering myself, as many 
had imprudently done, at the moment when 
the boat was inclining toward us, — and conse- 
qioiently being unable to descend the whole dis- 
tance before it again receded,-— I calculated that 
while the boat was retiring I ou^t to commence 
my descent, which would probably be com- 
pleted by the time the returning wave brought 
it underneath; by which means I^^as, I believe, 
almost the only officer or soldier who reach- 
ed the boat without being either severely 
bruised or immersed in the water. But my 
friend Colonel Fearon had not been so fortu- 
nate: for aAer swinging for some time, and 
being repeatedly struck against the, side of the 
boat, and at one time drawn completely uiider 
it, he was at last so utterly exhausted, that he 
must instantly have let go his hold of the rope 
and perished^ had not some one in the boat 
seized him by the hair of the head and drag- 
ged him into it, almost senseless i^nd alarming- 
ly bruised. 

Captain Cobb, in his immoveable resolution 
to be the last if possible to quit his ship, and in 
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his generous anxiety fiur the preservation of 
every life enlsrusted to his diarge, refused to 
seek the boat, until he again endeavottred to 
urge onward the few still around him, who 
seemed struek dumb and powerless with di»>* 
may.^ But finding all his entreaties fruitless, 
and hearing the guns, whose tackle was burst 
asunder by the advancing flames, successivrij 
exploding in the hoAd into which they had -fid*- 
len,-**<thi& gallant officer, after having n<}bly 
pursued, for the preservation of others, a course 
(^ exertioa-that has been rarely equalled either 
in its duration or difficulty, at last felt it right 
to provide for hi. own safety, by laying hold on 
the topping4if)v or rope that connects tibe driver 
boom with the mizen-tsop, and thereby getting 
over the heads of the infatuated men who occu-* 
pied the boom,^ unable to go either backward 
or forward, and ultimately dropping himself in* 
to the water. 

* Same of thoafi men who were neoevaarUy left behind, har« 
ing previously conducted jChemselves with great propriety and 
courage, I think it but justice to express my belief, that the 
same difficulties which had nearly proved fatal to Captain 
Cobb*s personal escape, were probably found to be insurmount- 
able by landsmen, whose coolness, unaccompanied with dex* 
terity and experience, might not be arailftUe to ibiem in their 
awful situation. 
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Tbe means of escape, however, did not cease 
to be presented to the unfortunate individuals 
above referred to, long after Captain Cobb took 
his departure, — since one of the boats persever- 
ed in keeping its station under the Kent's stern, 
not only after all expostulation and entreaty 
with those on board had fiEuled, but until the 
flames, bursting forth from the cabin windows, 
rendered it impossible to remain, without in* 
flicting the greatest cruelty upon the individuals 
that manned it. But even on the return of the 
boat in question to the Cambria, with the single 
soldier who availed himself of it, did Captain 
Cook, with characteristic jealousy, refuse to ali- 
low it to come alongside, until he learned that 
it was commanded by the spirited young officer,. 
Mr. Thomson,* whose indefatigable exertions 
during the whole day, were to him a sufficient 
proof, that all had been done that could be 
done for the deliverance of those individuals* 
But the same beneficent Providence which had 
been so wonderfully exerted for the preserva- 
tion of hundreds, was pleased, by a still more 
striking and unquestionable display of power 
and goodness, to avert the fate of a portion of 

* I ought to state that the exertions of Mr. Muir, 3d mate, 
were also meet oonspicuous diuixig the whole day. 
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those few who, we had all too much reason to 
fear, were doomed to destruction. 

It would appear, for the poor men themselves 
give an extremely confused, though I am per* 
suaded not a wilfiiUy false, account of them- 
selves, that shortly after the departure of the 
last boat, they were driven by the flames to 
seek shelter on the chains, where they stood 
until the masts fell .overboard, to which they 
then clung for. some hours, in a state of horror 
that no language can describe; until they were 
most providentially, I may say miraculously, 
discovered and picked up, by the humane mas- 
ter (Bibbey) of the Caroline, a vessel on its 
passage from E^pt to Liverpool, who happen- 
ed to see the explosion at a great distance, and 
instantly made all sail in the direction whence 
it proceeded. Along with the fourteen men 
thus miraculously preserved, were three others, 
who had expired before the arrival of the Caro- 
line for their rescue.*. 

The men on their return to their regiment 
expressed themselves in terms of the liveliest 
gratitude for the affectionate attentions they re- 
ceived on. board the Caroline, from Captain 
Bibbey, who considerately remained till day- 

* See the Appendix. 



BA8TJKIMAMAN. 49 

li^t'closQ to the wrei;k, m the hope that some 
others mi^t still be fytmd clitiging to it;^*an 
att of humanity which, it will appear on. the 
slightest reflection,' would have been madness 
in Ci^tiain Oook, in the peculiar situation of 
the Cambriiai: to have attempted. 

In reference to this last most melancholy 
portion of my narrative, I feel it extremely 
painful to be obliged to hazard an opinion, that 
iff the whole crew of the Kent had put forth, 
from the beginning the same generous and 
seamainliker efforts which several. of them un* 
do\it)tedly did, the few soldiers who were thus 
left behind would most probably have been 
safely disposed of before the advance of the 
Asmes or their own terror had incapacitated 
them, in the manner I have endeavoured to de- 
$ctibe, from effecting their escape. But if, 
apart from this grievous consideration, I only 
recidlectthe lamentable state of exhaustion to 
which that portion of the crew were reduced, 
who unshrinkingly performed to the last their 
arduous and perilous duties,-^and that out of 
the three, boats that remained afloat, one was 
only prevented from sinking towards the close 
of Uie night, by having the hole in its bottom 
ri^atedly stuffed with soldiers' jackets ; while 
the other two. were rendered inefficient, the one "'^ 
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by Imtmg its bow eon^etely stoi^ and the 
secotid by being half filled with water, and the 
thwarts so torn as to make it necessary to laaht 
the oars to the boat's ribs^— -I most believe, 
that, independently of Ihe coonteractiiig dr* 
cumstances formerly mentioned, idl was dosie 
that humanity could possiUy demand, or intre- 
pidity eJBfect, for the preservation of eveiy indi-* 
vidual. 

Quitting, for a moment, the subject of the 
wreck, I wotdd advert tx> what was in ^ mean 
time taking place on board the Camlma. I 
cannot, however, pretend to give you any ade- 
quate idea of the feelings of hope at despaiiv 
that alternately flowed, like a tide, in the breasts 
of the unhappy females on board the brig, diEN 
ing the many hours of torturing suspense in 
which several of them were unavoidably held, 
respecting the fate of thdr huE3)axids $ — ^feelings 
which were inconceivably excited, rather than 
soothed, by the idle and erroneous rumoms 
occasionally conveyed to them, regarding the 
state of the Kent Butstill less can I atfeempl 
to portray the altetnate pictures of awfol jey^ 
and of wild distraction, exhibited by the sitf* 
fei'ers, (for both parties for the moment seem* 
ed equally to suffer,) as the terrible Iradi ifas 
communicated, that they and Aeir children 
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as tlie objects from whom they had feared they 
were for erer severed, suddenly rashed into 
their arms. 

But these feelings of delight, whatever may 
have been their intensity, were speedily chast- 
ened, and the attention of all ^rrested^ by the 
last tremendous spectacle of destruction. ' 

After the arrival of the last boat, the flames, 
which had spread along l^he upper deck and 
poop,' ascended with llie ra^ndi^ of lightning 
to the masts aiid-ri^[ing, forming one general 
conflagration, that illuming the heavens to an 
immense distance, • and was stmngly reflected 
upon several objects on board the brig* . The 
flags of distress, hoisted ui the morning 
were seen for a considerable tine waving 
amid the fliames, iantil the masts to which they 
were suspended snceessively fell, like stately 
steeples, over the ship*^ sidte. At laM, about 
half-past one b^dock'm the morning, the de- 
vouring element having oomtmuiicated to ihe 
magtusine, the long thr^&ten^ explosion was 
96en, and tlie blading fragments of the once 
magnificent Kent were instantly hurried, like 
so many rockets, high into the air ; leaving, in 
the comparative darkness that succeeded, the 



S2 LOSS OF THJ5 KENT 

deathfiil sceae of that ditastrous dajr floatmg 
before the mind like some feverish dream.* 

Shortly afterwards the brig, which had been 
gradually making sail, was running.at the rate 
of nine or ten mUes an hour towards the near- 

4 

est port I would here endeavour -to render 
my humble tribute of admiration and'gratitude 
to that gallant tod excellent individual who^ 
under God, was undoubtedly the chief instru- 
ment of our deliverance; if I were not sensible 
that testimony has been already borne to his 
heroic and humane efforts, in a manner much 
more commensurate with, and from quarters 
reflecting infinitely, greater honour upcm his 
merits, than the feeble expressions • of them 
which I should be able, to record. I shall 
.^erefore content myself with appending to this 
letter some of the gratifying testimonials to 
which I refer. But I trust you will keep in 
mind, that Captain Cook's generous intentions 
and exertions must have proved utterly unavailj- 
ihg for the preservati<m of so many Uves^ had 
they not been most nobly and unremittingly 
supported by those of his mate and crew, as 
well as of the numerous passengers on board 



* The brig was about three mitos dktant from the Kent at 
the period of ite eiidoekm. 
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his brig. While the former, only eight in 
number, werfe usefully and necessarily employ- 
ed in working the vessel, the sturdy Cornisb 
miners and Yorkshire smelters, on the approach 
of the diiSirent boats, took their perilous station 
Upon the ch£^ns, where they put forth the great 
inuscular strength with which heaven had en- 
dowed them, in dexterously seizing, at each 
successive heave of the sea, on some of the-ex- 
kausted pepple and dragging them upon deck. 
Nor did their kind anxieties terminate there. 
They, and the gentlemen connected with them, 
cfaeerlltlly opened their dmple stores of clothes 
dtti^piS>Visiohs*, which they liberABy dispensed 
td the naked and famished sufferers; — they 
Mfidfidered theit beds tO' the helpless women 
W^ children^ and seemed, in short, during the 
whole of our passage to £^ngland, to take no 
Other delight than in ministering to all our 
wants. . * *-• - ' 

^ Akhou^h, ^er the first burst of mutual- 
gratttktion, and of becoming acknowledgment 
of the Divine mercy, on account of our un- 
looked for deliverance, had subsided^ none 
erf* us felt di$posed to much interchange of 
thought, each being father inclined to wrap 
himself up iii 4iis own Veflieotions ; yet we did 
kkQti ' during this first night; view with the 
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danger to which we were still exposed) by 
bdtig crowded together, in a gale of wind^. 
with upwards of 600 human "beiogs in a small, 
brig of 800 tons, at a distanee, too» of seve Al 
hundred miles fitHn any accessible port. Our 
little cabin^ which waa only calculated, under 
ordinary circumstances, for the aoconunodation, 
of eight er ten perscms, was now made to eon- 
tain nearly eighty individuals, many of ^diom 
had no ^ittitig room^ and even some of the- IiIf- 
dies no room to lie down. Owing to the eopr 
ttnued violence, of the gak^ and to^ the bul- 
warks on one side of the brig httviiig beeD 
driven in, the sea beat so incessantly ovfr our 
deck, as to render it necessary that the hatchea 
should <mly be lifted up betwe^ft the retunung 
waves, to prevent absolute suffod^n b^loW^ 
where the men* were so closely pwked tdgeth^r^ 
that the steam arising from their respiratijtm 
elicited at one iitne f^^ m>prefa|teBsion that .the 
vessel was on fire ; while the impurity of the 
air they were inhaling became so ]tiarked,'that 
the lights occasionally carri^ down ai)900gst 
Aem were almost instantly extinguished. Upk 
was the condition of Ae hundreds who co¥tf * 
ed the deck, less wretched than that of their 
comrades below ; since ihey wete obliged night 
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yearly naked . state, anklenleep in water ;• — 
soma of. d^e older children and jfemales were 
jtbrown into fits^ while the infants were pitiful- 
ly x^ying for that nourishment which, their 
nursing mothers were no.ic^ger able to givr 
tbem^f 

. Our only hope^ amid these great and aocu* 
mulating miseries was, that the same eompas* 
aionate Providence which lukd already so mar- 
Arellously interposed on our behalf, would not 
permit the wind to abate or change, until we 
reached scwie friendly port; Sar we were all 
ponvinced that a delay of a very few days 
loilger at sea, must ineyitaUy . involve us in 
fiunuMy pestilence, and a complication of the 
mbst^i^eadful evils. Our hopes were not dis* 
ai^fiointed. The gale coutinoed with even 
increasing violence ; and our able Captain, 
- « 

- * In addi^on to those who were naked on board the Kent at 
^be aunnoit -the alann ai fire was heard, letseral individuali 
afterwards threw off their dothet to enable them the more 
easily to swim to the boats. 

•f Oneof the soldiers* wives was delivered of a cliild, aboiit an 
Ikonr'of two after her arrival on board the brig;^Both she 
ana the dhild, who hat since lecetved thef approfiriate name of 
Cambria, are doing well. 
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crowding all sail at the risk of carrying away 
hk masts, so nobly urged bis yessel onward, 
that in the afternoon of Thursday the 3d, the 
delightful exclamation from aloft was heard, 
** Land a-head i*' In the evening we descried 
the Scilly lights ; and running rapidly along 
the Cornish coast, we joyfully cast anchor in 
Falmouth harbour, about half-past 12 o'clock 
on the following morning** 

On reviewing the various proximate causes to 
which so many human beings owed their deli- 
verance from a combination of dangers, as re^ 
markable for their duration, as they were ap** 
palling in their aspect, it is impossible, I thinks 
not to discover and gratefully acknowledge^ in 
the beneficence of their arrangement, the over- 
ruling proridence of that blessed Being, who 
is sometimes pleased,, in his mysterious opera* 
tions, to produce the same effects from causes 
apparently different ; and on the other hand, 
as in our own case, to bring forth results the 
most opposite^ from one and the same cause. 
For there is no doubt that the heavy rolling of 
our ship, occasioned by the violent gale, whicK 
was the real origin of all our disasters, con- 
tributed also most essentially to our subsequent 

* i. e« half an hour after laidnight. 
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pi^servatioD ; since, had not: Captain /Cobb: 
been enabled, by the greatness of the stvdl, to 
introduce speedily through the gun ports the 
immense quantity of water that inundated the 
hold^ and thereby checked for so long a time 
the fury of the flames, the Kent must ungues* 
tlonably have been consumed^ before many, 
perhaps before any of those on board could 
have found shelter in the Cambria. 
* But it is unnecessary to dwell on an insu* 
lated'fact like this, amidst a concatenation of 
circumstances, all leading to the same coaclu* 
sion, and so closely bbund together as to force 
us to confess, that if a single link in the chain 
bad been withdrawn or withheld, we must all 
most probably have perished. 

The Cambria, which had been, it seems^ un- 
accountably detained in port nearly a month, 
after the period assigned for her d^arture, 
was, early on the morning of the fatial calami^* 
ty, pursuing at a great distance ahead of us> 
the same course with ourselves; butherbul-< 
warks on the weather side havingbeen sudden- 
ly driven in, by a heavy sea breaJring over her 
quarter. Captain Cook, in his anxiety to give 
ease to his labouring vessel, was induced to go 
completely out of his course, by throwing the 
brig <m the <qyposite taek, by which means 
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siimeijhp wfts brought id sight of • us. Not to 
dw^II on the unei^pected, but not Uinnqporlmt 
facts, of theil^m!^ haviog been mercifuU^ ]^fe- 
yehtedy for eleven hours^. from ekber eommu*- 
mcating with the maga^ob fotwaird, * or lite 
^peat spirit room abaft, or en^u edming iato 
contact with the tiller ropes^-r-any of whieb. 
ottconifiitaBfces would evidently have blasted' all 
our hopes,^ — I would remark, that itetil the Cam- 
bria hove in dgfat, we had not discovered ^any 
vessel whatever for several days previous ; nor 
did we afterwards see anotiber until we entered 
the chops of the ChanneL It is to be reniem^ 
bered too, ikat had the Cambria, with her smaU 
creW) beenLhomeward instead. of outward bouhd^ 
her scanty remainder of provisions, uiider sudh 
eircumstanoss, would hardly iiave suffio^to 
fjarm a single meal for our vast assemblage $ ok 
if, instead x)f having her lower dedi: oMipk^. 
ly elear,:she. bad been carrying om a'&tH earr 
go^ diere w<Mtld.not have been time^ under^t|ie 
pl!e8s«re of the diinger And the vio^ee vS th^ 
gale, to throw the cargo overboiyidi and '!0f&rv 
tainly, with It, no^isufficienl QHMie inth^Jbrigl 
to contain one. half <^ our numbi^* j 

• *'T^ isagaiineljti tiuaky at>%hd ^ndlamcii; contnay^I^b^ 



'. 'When I iefleel» besides^ on the diMUlroiis 
tsomwaqfunces that mu$t have followed, % diur- 
ing our passage home, which was performed in 
a period most linusualfyshort, the wind bad 
either veered round a few points, or eyen par- 
tially subsided, which must have produced a 
scene of horror .on boiard, more.terrible if pos* 
sibk than .dmt from which we had esciqped ; 
~ahdaibove all, wh&ik I recoUeet the extraor- 
dinary fiust^ and diat which stems to have the 
most forciUy strudc .the whole of us, that we 
had not been above an hour in Falmouth har* 
hour, when the wind, which had all alotig been 
bh>wing from the soutlwwei^ suddenly diopped 
round to the oppoote i|uarter of the compass, 
and continued untnit^mptedly for several days 
aftarwardatablosir slvonglyfcom thenorth-easi; 
'-^one canno('he^ caoodnding, .that be. 19^ 
sees nothing of a Divine . Providence in our 
preservation, mustjbe lamentably and wilfally 
Uind *< to die fngysty of the Lord." 
- As little timeas possible was lost, after oui^ 
arrival at Falmout'b, in rqMurliDg to Colonel 
Fenwick, theLieiitenfuit*GovenK>r of Pendennis 
Castle,the deplorable circumataocesundarwlttch 
we had returned to port,: and the urgent neces-' 
sity there existed for oor^instantrempval ashore; 
and wkb iha tender ^ynpathy whiefa: character^ 
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ises thftt old and distinguished -officer^, did he 
hasten, long b^re •daylight, to take- steps for 
the di6embai4ta<ion and oomfort of the troqps 
and sailors. CAptsan King, R. N«, to whose 
khu} anxietie& and actiTe exertions we had also 
much reaa^ to feel indebted,as soon as our con- 
ditiqiiw^ communicated to him, called into 
immediate requisition the numerous Ixttts at 
his disposal ; and, in the course of the momingr 
we- all -pKT^pared, with, thankful and joyful 
hearts^ to^Te^ace our feet on the shores of old 
l^gland. :r: ui ... 

• The; ladies, always destined .to fosm our raii- 
gosird, were the first to disembark, and w^e 
m^ on the beach -by: immense crowds of the in« 
hi^botants, who appeared to ha^e been attracted 
iht&er less by idle curiosity^ thaafirom .the sin- 
oerest desire to alleviate in every possible man* 
tier their manifest sufferings*- 
^ llie sailors; and soldieq^ cold, wet,, and aW 
most naked, quieldy followed ; the whole ferm* 
lug, in 4h€^r haggard looks, and the endless va- 
riety 4)f their ^eostome^ an assemblsj^ at onoe 
at^^melaiachidy and^grotesque as it is possible tQ 
conceive. So. eager did the people app^r to 
be to pour out upon us the full currept of their 
isyiapathiesy that shoes, liats> and other .articles 
of mgent nece»ri^> wfre; presented to 4aye.ral 



BAST . IKDIAMAK. ' 61 

of the officers and mieti, before they ImmI even 
qoitted the point of disembarkation. And in 
ike course of the day^ many of the officers and 
soldiersy and abnost all the females, were par- 
taking, in the private houses of iadividuidd, of 
the most liberal and needful hospitality. 
': But this, flow of compassion and kindness did 
not. cease with the impulse of the more imme* 
dtate. occasion that had called it forth* For a 
meeting of the inhabitants was afterwards hdd^ 
where subsoriptions in dotbes and money to a 
large amount, were collected for the relief of 
numerous sufierers. The women and children, 
whose wants seemed to demand their first care, 
were speedily furnished with comfortable doth-* 
ing,' and the poor wido#s and orphans with de- 
cent li&ouming* Depositories of shirts, shoes, 
s(0!ckipgs, &c. were formed for the supply of 
the officers and private passengers ; and the sick 
and wounded* in the hospital, were made the re- 
cipients, not only of all those kindly attentions, 
and^nedical assistance, that could remove. or 
sooth their temporal sufferings but were also 
invited to partake freely of the most. judiciotts 

* 3f any of the officers and men were severely braised^ in the 
cotirse of their exertions on board the Kent, or In endesTOuring 
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kuNanr^ted inarch of diarity wa$ ^ondveted 
by the haS&tat of Ealmontby wiio vexe-zealouriy 
aGCompmii^ io it, by the whole body, in tho vk 
einity, of that peculiar sect of .Chnstian% who 
haveevAt been as remarkable for their imasautti* 
ing pretensions and oonsisleni conduct^ aa for 
miosleistatioudiy standing in the £roAt ranks of 
every good work. .And so strong is thereaabh 
wkdch. I, in partienlar, faai« to associate in my 
mndf jail that is sincere, con8ida*ate, and dia-' 
rttable, with the Society of Friends, that the 
very 'badge . of Quakerism will,. I trust, heno^ 
fymatA prove a. si]rfBdent passport to the best 
feelings, of .my heart. 

- . Ontfae fiiat Sunday after our arrival, GoioHel 
Fearon^ followed by all his officers lundmen, 
aii4 ^conqfuuiied by Captain Gobb^ and 4h6 
officers and priviite pas^eng^ns of his late sinp^' 
haatened to prostrate themselves beftHre 'the 
Anjiie of Jkeaveidy grate, to pour out the 
^bite expression o^their'thanki^iving to their 
Akt^^ity Preserver. The scene ^a» deeply 
^nq^ressjye ; and- it is earnestly to .be hoped) 
that ipany.a. poor fellow who listened, perhaps 
for the first time in his life with unquestiona- 
ble sincerity and humility to the votce of inr 
struction, will be found steadily prosec«dng, in 
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t^ sitoptogth. of €k>d» the g^od veaoitttibiis tbat 
hff.mhj oti ^hsLt, aoLemh ooeftshxi bm^» formed^ 
Wtfl hebcaUie to 9iiy> as one of the greatc^st 
gmttvd^ <>f EBtiqiiity did, ^* that it waagood foir 
hkti to lia<Ye bedn afflicted, for before he ^^ 
afflicted, h^ we»t astray, but that : alkerward^ 
be. wa9 nol^tasbaitied to keep' God'» word." 

In the tonts^ of a few days, the pk'ivate jpa^' 

aengeics and moat o£ the 9ailor$ of our pai^jT,* 

i^ere dispenied ihvarioUd ctiitcttotis : such of 

the creiw i6f the Kent a9 had not, by their pre? 

viQusly inhamane and inaiibordinate coiuluoi^ 

fi^ii^ited atl claim to the slightest indulgence, 

having received from the proverbial liberality 

orC^taib Cobb, a sufficient sum to bear their 

expenses tp their respective homeff. And the 

troppii» f^ler having incurred to the excellent 

Inbabitantsrof Fftlmoiith and t|i$ a^J^^cetit.tpwtts^ 

a debt of gratitude which none of them can ^er 

hope to repay, were embarked pnthe ISih'&r 

Chd!tham, where they are at present enjoying, 

through the kind consideration and sympathy 

of His Royal Highness the Csommander-ii^ 

Cl|ief,.that degree of rriaxation and qiktet, of 

whi<h they se^oi so much to. stand in nee4 

previously, to thtir proceeding toi their ulterior 

destioatioii, . : r 
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' I think you muist h^ already sentible that ihk 
drcumstances of our situation, on board the 
Kent, did not tenable us qonscientiously to save 
a single article, either of public or private pro- 
perty, from the flames ; indeed, the Only thing 
I preserved-'-with the exception of fbi^ or fifiy 
sovereigns^ which I hakily tied up in my pocket 
handkerchief, and put into my wife's hand^ at 
the moment she was Hft^d into the bcMit, as a 
provision for herself and her companion^ 
against the temporary want to which they 
might be exposed on some foreign shore— was 
the pocket-compass which you yourself pre- 
sented to me. 

But I would have you to be assured, that the 
total abandonment of individual interests^ <m 
the part of the officers of the. ship, and of the 
31st regim^it, was occasioned by no want of 
self-possesfflion, nor, even in all cataSj of op- 
pi^rtiiiiities to attend to them ; but to a sfaioere 
desire to avoid even the iij^arance of selfish- 
ness, at moments when the valuable lives of 
their sailors and soldiers were at stake-*«^uxl 
this observation applies with stQl greater fi>rce 
to the senior officers in both services, whose 
cabins being upon the upp^r deck were acces- 
sible during the whole day — and where many 
portable artteles of value were deposited, which 
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could have been easily carried off, had those 
officers been disposed to devote to their own- 
concerns even a portion of that precious time, 
f^nd of those active exertions which they unre- 
mittingly applied to the performance of their 
pro£eissional duty. 

Notwithstanding the unexpected length to 
which I have already extended this little nar- 
r^ive, I cannot allow myself to close it without 
offering to iny late companions on board the 
Kent, into whose hands it may possibly fall, 
should you see meet to publish it, a few very 
plain and simple observations, which I think 
worthy of their serious consideration^ and the 
importance of which I desire to have deeply, 
ipipressed upon'my .own mind. None . of those . 
soldiers who are in the habit of reading their : 
Bibles can have failed to notice that faith :in 
Jesus Christ,, the Son of God,.' is therein made 
the. great pivot on which the salvatipn of man 
hinges ;[ that the whole human. race, without, 
distinction of rank, nation, age, or sex, being 
justly exposed, to the wrath of Almighty God, 
nodiing but the precious blood of Christ which 
^as shed on the cross, can possibly atone for 
theh' sins;: and that. faith in' this atonement 
can fdonj^ pacify: the conscience, and awaken 
confidence towards God as a reconciled F^ 
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tber. K therefore^ ^ He lliat believeth m 
Christ slmll be sared^ and he that beKevedi 
not shall be damned," be the uneqahrocal lan- 
guage ^ Jehovah, either e3q>rewly dedared, 
or obviously implied in every page of that re- 
c&rd which he has vouchsafed to us of his Son; 
is it not a question of the devest ooncemment 
to every one professing any regard for divine 
revelation, whether he really understands and 
believes that record, or whether he is able to 
^ve, not only to others bnt to himself a rea#> 
son of this hope that is in him? 

From the influence of education or example^ 
the absenoe of serious reflection, an attention 
to the outward ordinances of religion, a regard 
to many of the proprieties and decencies of life, 
and a forgetfolness that the religion of die Bible 
is a religion of motives rather than cme of ob- 
servances, — minds easily satisfied on such sub- 
jects may persuade themselves that they axe 
spiritually alive while they are dead, — that 
they are amongst the sincere discqples of the 
blessed Redeemer, and fiilly interested in his 
salvation, while they may have nrither part nor 
lot in the matter. But if, at the hour of death, 
when all external support shall slide away, the 
soul should be awakened to the omsciouaness 
of its real condition ; if it should be made to 
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see, on the one band, the spirituality and ex- 
ceeding breadth of' the divine law, and be 
quickened, on tibe other, to a sense of its un- 
ninnbered transgressions ; if the mercy of God 
out of Christ, in which so many vainly apd 
vaguely trusty should become obscured by the 
inflexible justice and spotless holiness of his 
character; and if the solitary spirit, as it is 
dragged towards the mysterious precipice, is 
made to hear, from a voice which it can no 
longer mistake, " Cursed is every one who con- 
tinued not in all things that are written ih the 
law to do them,^'-^how unspeakiably miserable 
must be the condition of the man who thusdis-r 
covers, for the first time, that the sanjd whidb 
he. bad all his lifetime been mistaking fpr tb^ 
** Bock of ages," is now giving way uiider hh 
feet, and that his soul must speedily sink iptb 
that state where << the tree for evfer Heth as it 
fdlletb f where " he that is unjust must be un» 
j^9t stall, he that is unholy^ unhcdy ^till ;" and 
where there is <' no work, nor device, ndr know- 
ledge," not repentance^ 

But that I mny not be misunderstood, or be 
$u{^sed to favour principles of barren specur 
laitcm; more delusive and dangerous to their 
pdsdessOrs, and to the best interests of society, 
thin absolute ignorance itself,— ^I would remind 
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the gallant men to whom I am now more espe« 
daily addressing myself, that ^Uhat faith which 
saves the soul," not only "worketh" invariably 
'* by love,** and gradually •* overcometh the 
wgrld,** but that « it is the gift of God,*' im- 
planted in the heart by his H6ly l^irit, even 
by that Spirit which is freely given to every 
one that earnestly asketh. And however un- 
able the ^niple soldier maybe to explain either 
the nature or the manner of its operation, he 
must not deceive himself into the persuasion 
that he is possessed of this precious grace, un-' 
less he feejis it bringing forth in his life and 
conversation the abundant fruits that nec€is$li- 
rily ^ring from it, and that cannot indeed be 
produced without it. He will be zealous and 
steady in the performance of duty, patient un- 
der &tigue and privation, sober amid tempta- 
ticms, calm but firm in the hour of danger, and 
respectfully obedient to his officers ; he will 
honour his .king, be content with his wages, 
and do harm to nd man* His piety will be ar^ 
dent but sober; his prayers will be earnest 
and frequent, but rather in secret than before 
men; he will not be contentious or disputatious, 
bat rather desirous of instructing others by his 
example than by his precepts; maUnghis light 
so to shine before .them, in the simplicity of his 
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motives, the uprightness of his actions, in his 
readiness tq. oblige, and by the Tvhole tenor of 
his life, that they seeing his good works,* may 
be led, by the Divine blessing, to acknowledge 
the reality and power and beauty of religion, 
and be induced ia? like manner to; glorify his 
heavenly Father. In short,' in comparison with 
his thoughtless comrades, he must not only 
aspire to become a better man, but from the 
constraining motives of the Gospel, struggle to 
be also in every essential respect a better soldier. 
In conclusion, I would observe, that if any 
class of men, more than another, ought to be 
struck with awe and gratitude by the goodness 
and providence of God, it is they who go down 
to the sea in ships, and see his wonders in the 
great deep ; or if any ought to familiarise their 
minds with death, and its solemn consequences, 
it is surely soldiers,' " whose very business it is 
to die." May all those then, especially, who 
lately possessed the privilege, but rarely 
granted, of being allowed, in the full vigour of 
health, and in the absence of all the bustle and 
excitement of battle, to contemplate, from the 
very brink of eternity, the awful realities that 
reign within it, as many of their departing com- 
rades were hurried through its dreaded por- 
tals, be now led, in the respite which has been 
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[The foUowing narrative records the proceedings on board 
the Cabolike, Captain Bibbt, relative to the preservation of 
fourteen men who were left on the wreck of the Kent East 
Indiaman. The detdils are exceedingly interesting, and may 
be relied upon as authentic The scenes here described took 
place after the departure of the Cambria from the burning 
remains of the Kevt.] 

About twelve o'clock at night on the 1st of March last^ a 
bright light was observed in the horizon by the watch of the 
bark Caroline on her passage from Alexandria to Liverpool, 
proceeding apparently from a ship on fire. It having blown 
strong the preceding day, the Caroline was at the time under 
double reefed main and fore-top sails, main tiysail, and fore- 
top-mast staysail, close upon a wind with a heavy sea going. 
Word'was immediately passed to Captain Bibby, who instant- 
ly bore up, and setting his main-top gallant iail ran down to- 
wards the spot. 

About two oMock, when every ?ye was intensely fixed 
upon the increasing brightness in the sky, a siidden jet of 
vivid light darted upwards, evidently caused by an explosion, 
though they were as yet too frur distant to hear any report. 
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In balf an hour the Caroline had approached sufficiently near 
to make out the wreck of a large vessel Ijing head to wind, of 
which nothing remained but the ribs and fiame timbers, 
which, nuirking the outlines of a double line of ports and 
quarter-galleries, afforded too much reason to fear that the 
burning skeleton was, the xeqiuu^it of a first class East India- 
man or line-of-battle ship*. The flamet, howerer, had 90 
completely consumed every other external feature, that nothing 
could be ascertained with accuracy. She was burnt nearly to 
the water's edge ; but becoming gradually lighter as the inter, 
nal timbers and fiallen decks and spars were consumed, Ae 
still floated, pitching majestically as she rose Imd fell over the 
long rolling swell of the bay. Her appearance was that of an 
immense cauldron or cage of buoyant basket-work, formed of 
the charred and blackened ribs, naked and stripped of every 
plank, encircling an uninterrupted mass of flamcj not however 
of uniform intensity^ as ^om twQ or three points, probably 
where the hatchways had 8U|^ied an. additional quantity of 
looser fuels brighter emissions wer^ ^ujr&ting upwards^ Above» 
and fu to leeward, the atmosphere Mf^ & cloud of curling 
smoke, the whole sprinkled with myriads of sparks and burn- 
ing flakes of lighter materials thrpwii up without intermission, 
iMid scattered by the wind qyef the sl^ and waves* 

As the Caroline bore down, part of a mast and some spars 
were observed rising 4ind, ^lliug* ai)d almost grindbg. under 
the starboardi or what niight be called, the weather-quarter of 
the wreck} for although, as has bee^ stated, it rode nearly 
head to wind, in tbe coiuae 0/ driifting, tliese spars being fast 
to the after-part, in some degree gave the stem-fifame a slight 
cant to windward, . ' • . 

The Caroline comuig down right before the wind was, in a. 
few minutes, brought across the. bows of the wreck, and as 
near as was consistent with safety. At that moment^ when]; 
to all appearance, 90 human being could be supposed to retaiii 
life within the ^here of such a confliq;ration, a sfiout vvas 



iV»Aa> t^^DMtb^^ p( b«M)g^ i»>w4i ft?e«i j<& l^^lt^p^ i^rfic^. 

ijDmeiiittelyridBcidod: t^lteA ihi8.:jilAii. (4.:Pim^im^f . Tbe V>P7 
gaUabt*ssdliWBft tBk«R:i|ti»U»»:l6n^40p«Mtr.«ta7r^ 
aifllUie.jhiptd soUi»e:oQ9taiAi^ i!ll4««iti|^;^<^[^U»^^ trysail 

ii|§^ flaloeli;an4£apHtoi Jlttt^. Iir ^i^ai9«i>tiffi%3fl9.:i^SiMi;to 

€SHsiiliiiai; Jt betogiAbmW/tiMt in ii^Hy^wtiJoWMf^ ?^ ^w- 
potsiliUrfQF «ifit8iariS|Ml%.9r« cir^iv.l)9fi^,.jji^jpjubf]irf)i!^c^^ 
<«; jjdper&izt]^ lnMli»efi» J0 «»^f»jft©C.wwr^ij^9j}H9tfdl. In 

^i^ttBA mmneibfNx*M9Mfias^ W*W^W|liftflftatei;an4 fcur 
lament who pusbfid off witlH>iit;^l^t(#9fi,^Q^F^ecl.)af t|io 
wsBck. It Is almoat niiiie<^«^!^y ^rN^:tt)a(;:iiv,'tbf|f pro- 
gregg tliefte gallimt fellows wcm. e|Ep^9€4 1^. Xf>7.:?<>))8J^mble; 
^^iger, for» situateA aft tliey were tif^lfmff^AW^i^'f^. «very 
direction was covered witb articlei; oC f^\9^y d^scf^ption aod 
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9km. SiftitB, spaii, dMiH; j^wm^s^ fanHtvre, Ito. vara 
dashing tttMmt, now in tbeiu^leir Mid tioiigh of the sea, now 
dn tbe summit of high ^TO^.tlvoiteQiiig doBtruetioa » 
wfa&teir«r they tniglit come In eoiitaw^ vilh^ but fearlewly and 
irtdlfiilly th^ peno>rfer0d^ and,' hcving aj^proached withia a 
few yards of tiie stern,' they canght aigfat of the first living 
Mog—^ maa was observed wiithing aa he dung to a rope.Cff 
portion of wareek'eloae under tiie «bip*a«oiiiiteik-«o close, in« 
deed; that, «8 the stecn frame ro6e>«7kh the awell, he was je|9c« 
ed opwardfi, and suspfended above the water, to meeta moie 
dreadful fate, for, ii^th few^and short interi^ds, streams of puie 
flame gushed forth through the easings of the gun*room poits, 
and scorched liie ]N)Or snflfiBver, whose cries of agoi^y they 
could distinctly hear, and which only ceased when, as the 
surge passed on the descending stem frame, plunging down« 
vrards buried him in the waves. Immineatly dangierous, not* 
to say heiress, as was the dmnee of saving this man, alter* 
liately exposed to the hOrron of the contending eleiments^'Mx* 
Wallen made u^ his mind to run every risk, and accordingly 
thie men pushed at once und€fr the stem ftame, without al^ 
tending to their own safety, espbsedits fiiey were to thedaa* 
geroir these successive je«^ of flame. ^ He,** said Mr. Wab- 
len, « appeared to be the weitrt i^, and therefore> the first it 
was our business to lode aft^.** ^ The giaitiflcatibn of i«scnin|^ 
a fellot^-creatore from such an'nnpariilleled'Situationof suffsr* 
ing Mivs, howetf«r, withfe^d ; • for '^en almost ' within thai; 
gfasp, when the poorfiftlow* (if* fiumhiea -and sense theii re- 
mained, whidi may be doubted, fef latterly he ha4 been sil«it) 
Iboked for preservation, the Are «eveted the ro|ie or wgax con^ 
necting him with th^ wre^-^ madiv 'and^waa seen no moDfO* 
Their efforts Were Ihen direOted to tihe men on the noast, 
from which, in a'feW minutes^ 1^ oavtioorty hacking in their 
boat, six of the neatest w«re seoored and cAmed off, but not 
Without consideiable dMBcnity, at the swell rendered all ap*. 
proach extremely hazardous. • 
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T6 Uive ta&en man would have rislMd the safety of the 
whole, for it may be easily conceived that in a small mer^ 
chantihan's jolly "boat, about eighteen feet in length, and, in 
.many rejects, iftfinrioir to the geaeniiity of boats of this de- 
scription, eleven persons in a heavy see, and under such cir*^ 
ciimstances^were even more than it was consistent with strict 
prudence to cax^, and, in fitct, when returning, they were 
wdmed, by a 'heavy wave which nearly swamped them, of the 
consequence of overtoading so small a conveyance. The first 
tfip occupied a space of about half an hour; and no sooner 
w6re the six passengers dispoaed of than Mr. Wallen ag^n 
shoved olf fbr the wreck, ftom which the Caroline by drifting 
had now increased her distance. No survivors having been 
observed on other parts, or near the vessel, those on the mast 
under the weatfaer-qunrter became the exclusive objects of 
attention, and accordingly, as before, the boat was backed in^ 
and with equal success-i-six more were taken on board. 

During this second trip, Mr. Wallen had remarked, from 
the state of the reniahiing vrorks above water, that in all pro« 
bability, before he could make a third attempt, the mass would 
go down, in which case there was too much reason to fear, 
that the survivors on the mast must be sucked under by the 
vortex, and inevitably lost. Exertions were, therefore, re- 
doubled $ and although, as has been stated, the distance be- 
tween the vessels had materially increased, the second trip 
did not occupy more time than the first, and no sooner ^ad 
the additional six been placed in safety, than, for the third and 
last time, the little jolly boat pushed off. But when struggling 
against' the head sea, before they could reach the mast, the 
anticipated and dreaded event took place. The fiery pile was 
observed to settle slowly on the waves, and gradually disap- 
pear. In another instant, the hitherto bright and bumiiig at«> 
mosphere was involved fai utter darimess, rendered still most 
awfol by the contfast ^ a denae ehnidof Uack amoke lingered 
*like a shroud over th* apot, tad to tbt loud crackling of bum- 
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in^ liinbiB«K»nd'ruibtttig of Hainaka deitiNl&e tfttiM bMiueii 
ceeded. 

With a pteAente^of mind #cil ittdd lor the Mrvlse lie tm 
upon, Mr. WaUen^ n.lbe tart fttoh quiferM'upim»^l».w«MiS' 
«et tba apot bjr li iteiWi«w«n» but for tikis prmsaittioiiy hif i» 
iHdning exertiont might jret be VHii'f te- even urilli.'tlie 
inglit lights not inferior 1o tbU'oltaijdddnyt'liis^^ppimi^lM^ 
tbe wreck liad. been atteoded' wltii ooneideialfle ^tatgKn b«t 
now^ ikwolvedin daffinese; these daHgerh v»to iaereated an 
inrndBedJoId.; ihMtibg pbus^ of 'wteck- could l»o' longer ibe 
eecniind avoided; Bnd.« aidgle blow would hate«niflhilated 
ilia Mil boat.! \ . Ab m laac add only chance of reocutng a«eh ae 
fli'l^t? pbasibiy. bl9i stilloflbatingk be teaoUr^ to wnk^fordayv 
light-*MbuttQlBeep,fip theiffispirifei^ and dhewthat^thefrw^re 
not deserted, lottd and related shoute vnaet raised fromltbe 
boat. ' For a.timeJiMid.wer« .rfetiir&iSd, and -th^ydeapdired of 
being fitrthernseftili but /at. last ^ iSeabla jsty teacbed their 
ears, and then again the boat^i crewclfeeied.io«dly aitd gfiid. 
ly^ ; Forananxbus hour/dudngwhisb'theflulaguponxthfllr 
ban, or occaalonally mored' to keep their pb8itiOn( yrith his 
«ye steadily fixed uponthefifriendJ^r guiding itary Ma WWien 
remained In stasi^eDsec 

. At lertigth .tl^e iawn b^gaxi to hreafct fffld the »rtst again he*- 
eaine Yieible in the.veiy IM in whkh'Hs hearings ^ad beai 
<iioen, and foutr foma veriB stiB seen acaokigst thecofdageaod 
top woric.; but they .were mottonlesl, and .it was douhtfol 
wfaeihet iifb jrenkahied. On ii^arin|r:tkenf, however» anxiety 
was in part rtiieved, Ibr tw6 of the fviT IhOwitd symptdmtrf 
«AinMition*p.*th^y lalsed their headf^ looked bf^ and streiehed 
rtheir arine toitarda thdif delhrereri^ who, puUJBg iqs«|sla 
hacked their lioat npon. th» witocki aai sucoMidad.^ seeuriAif' 
them, thoiig^ in k stalt of 'dnrtat paffeit. eldianstion, Cram 
Aa length of tfaBO: theyrhhd'heesiteaj^dSBd :to ithe.nraTei, with 
Mkh «hty hadtedrf eaefcyqhoawt Bgyiy.awaiwiiiitaitiA >. hut 
the atfaer Ma :BiidaIwii*sigis:s «n» hdd!«IMbed lOnatif 



I 
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fiiflilf to^tfae spWi and gxttimig it in his arms, naked his bead 
upon it as if asleep* The other, reared bettNreen the cheeks 
of tlie mast, stood fadf npriglit with his arms extended, and 
Ilia tee tflnted towards- the direction of die boat, but he was 
ntftotieas— both were dead— ^d, of coarse, no efforts were 
iMlde^t6de(S4& iU^ bodies from the wreck. On Mr. Wal- 
Itm^M- Ktom^one <ji ihe Indiamaa's boats was observed drifts 
tV^at^ahtftjdfaitaBea^^aiidas it was possible that some sQr- 
^MVOiS misfit be in it^ Ihejr pulled along^-side, but found it 
tMQMy^r This boat was, however, taken in tow, with the hope 
of'betag laeiired mi hoard- the Caroline, but it soon became 
n a c as s ary to eat her away, for as the dawn advanced, the 
w iu dwart rtqr assumed a stormy aspect ; the wind,- which had 
tecng4fae night been oompaiatively modeiate, though strong, 
blgaa 4o Mow in gusts, and the long swells, instead of rolling 
en in one imbroken masS) b^gan to curl npon their summits, 
and break In feathery sptays-^-^ure indications of approaching 
ttisehief. Not a moment was thetc£>re to be lost, and, true 
to the kMrering signs of the mooiing, before the j<dly boat 
%mM be well secured, ^e wind had freshened considerably,, 
and all' hands were engaged, m preparing for an expected gale. 
Jsk fiietf had the boat been half an hour later,' there is every 
ieasoB'to siqfvposfr that sbe could not have r^ned the vessel. 
fiow long these fourteen survivors had been floating on the 
inast* eanaot be ascertained with certainty, for tteir account 
iKooafosed waA imperfect ; but ft is known by the .letter of 
Mr. iThomsen, published in the newspapers, that the cutter, 
under his oottunand, did not quit the Kent till after midnight, * 
when it was considered inq;)essiM« to nmam longer in conse- 
quence of the flames from the gun-room, ports, and cabin- 
windows. At that time the spanker boom was crowded with 
soldiers, whose perilous situation was, notwithstanding, in- 



' ^ • Almtt iHikih tinw ffai Ibe IMt b«m otatfTOd bf tilt Cn^^ 
iafefl^AeivisbMiiBgdoinitimiidi tbeKeoU , 



80 APPSNMX. 

suflkaent to overcome their fears of leftping firom tbat haifjbt 
into the water. The masts and greater part of the ngging re- 
mained standing, when the Cambria quitted the wreck, and 
the decks were not finally deserted until their heat beeame 
ezoesnve, and the fire began to burst forth from stem to stem 
with overwhelming fierceness, and a genend rush then took 
^jplace towards the masts, spars, aad such parts of the rigging 
as offered the sli^itest prospect of tempocaiy sMety* .The 
work of destruction must, however, have gone on £qoi» Chut 
period most rapidly ; and as the lower extremities of the Biaatv 
and bowsprit must soon have been consumed, they probably 
all fell about the same time ; but dreadful as wa^ the situation 
of those who still dung to the spanker boom and mast) whidd 
seem to have been entangled together* the fate of those on 
the other spars cannot be contemplated without the keenest 
fieelings of horror and commiseration. It is conjectured thai 
some rope (as the floatuig mast on which t^ survivors .ww* 
found rounded the stem, and was brought up under the stas- 
board quarter) must have got foul of the keel or rudder irons^ 
.thus attaohing it to the hull of the vessel, whereas other 
spars £Uling clear,, drifted bodily away* In their fall, n^ 
doubt» those- who clung to them must have been washed oif ; 
but i^ is equally probable that many must also have regained 
them* and, drifting to leeward, could have been at no great 
distanoe, whm the Caroline, running down^ towards them, 
suddenly luffsd vap and hove to under the lee of the Kent* 
EvQiy. prospect of pveswvatlon being thus annihilated, we 
can only hope that, in such a state of utter despair, the suf* 
JsringB.iif these wretebed bebgs were not long protracted* 



The humanity and meritorious efforts of Captain Bibby and 
Mr. Wallen are above all pnuse» and well deserve to be ext^p>> 
^ively known. . ' 
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I4ST OF THE NUMBER LOST IN THE DESTRUCTION 

OF THE KENT. 

Men« Women. Chiidren* 
31stB«gimeBt 6^ I 20 

Seamen • l .^ 5 Marine Boys* 

Total . 55 t t^asSl individuals. 



LETTER FROM CAPTAIN COOK TO HIS AGENTS* 

Brig Cambria, Falmouth^ March 4, 1825. 
Metin* Wk. B&oao & Soks Agents to Lloyd's. 

You are aware of my leaving this port on the 2ittiiilt. tvitb 
passengers and goods for Mextco, and I beg to acquaint you 
of my return here this morning, at 1 a. x. under the folUming 
circumstances :«~ 

On Tuesday last, the 1st instant, being then in latitude 47°^ 
90^1 and longitude 9** 45', laying to with. a strong gale from 
the westward, under a elose<dreefed main top^saU, we dissoivier- 
ed a laiige sail to the westward, and. on approaefaiag /bund hier 
to have a signal of distress flying, whieh induced me irame«> 
diately to render every asristanoe in mypowevv and on mear- 
ing, found her to be on fire. ' About 8 p. x. being then on her 
bow, we succeeded in getting the tot boat from, the vessel, 
which proved to be the Honourable CoAipany's shii^ Kent, 
Captain Cobb, of 1400 tons, for Bengal and Gbiiia, w^ troops 
and passengers, amounting, with the erew, to 037 souls* From 
3 to S v« M. the boats were constantly employed in hfinging 
the people to the Cambria, and succeeded in asviBg 301 ofSb-^ 
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cen, non-oommistiooed ditto, and pritates, of the 31 st tegi- 
nent, 46 women, uid 48 children appertaining to ditto, 19 
male and female^rmte p^saengen, and Captain. Cobb, and 1^ 
of the crew, amounting in all to 554. The flames now be-' 
coming exceedingly fierce, t could not urge the sailors again 
to return to the ship, nor deem it at all prudent, for the pre- 
servation of the lives already on board my vessel, to remahi 
longer iiear the Kent, expecting her instantly to blow up. B^ 
accounts since made up, it' is supposed that 64 soldiers, I 
woman, f 1 childrfn, and 4 of the crew, were left when Csip- 
tain Cobb quitted the vessel, whose conduct during the try- 
ing ooeasion is beyond my humble praise, displaying the great- 
est coolness and intrepidity ; and by his exertions, and those 
of Colonel Fearon, the commander of the troops, who were 
the last to quitt the women, children, and passengers were got 
into the boats, and they did not leave themselves, until their 
influence to induce any more to go into them was useless. At 
2 ▲. M. the Kent blew up, after being completely enveloped 
in flames for four hours pr^vionsu— The fire originated in the 
alrer«bold, where ^iiits were stowed for the use of the troope> 
s cask of wfaieh breaking adrift and bunting, the contents 
unfortunately ignited by a candle in a lantern. 

I GSel the gteatest gi^fioHMti hi stating that the gentlemen 
«iid) their €onnBh.- nbiers^ 19 aUdd^ fvith my own crew, II 
iaon^ behaved >thfo«fl|iOBt the trying period with the greateet 
hkkdueah ia gBttipg the.peopli^lfoiB the boats, soothing their 
airfftrhiga» gitving^i^ tlieir own dolhet and beds to the women 
4BiichildreB, vohinteeriDg to go iato.the boats, (which I had 
-feod twion.to ptawaty) and leavuig ntRthing undone to miJce 
4Ui«B«a'eeoitfMAbieAs.the liouted siae of »y btigjironldaUg^f^ 
icnif ipCMont.) . It would be pleasini; alaovflovld. I. spei^jui 
h^^ ^t^mm bi the Kmtt but I.oannoi^ jrefrw from ev. 
ficniaff jB9B|iMt4i^afHpoi«ftnmt. of tMf conduct^ (in whif^ 
i iifBibenfe out bj[C!apliai.CeMi,>.defipgiiloiy jn evfi^ ve^pyect; 
4g >th4 'gi p <f i l iyrMBfatdjtffa <f ac8teriat;».; Polish seanuui, by 
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reAuing to retum to tbe Kent for the people after tbe fiitt 
trip, and reqtiiring my utmost exertions and determination to 
compel them to renew their endeayourt to get out the aoldiers, 
passengers, and tbe remainder of their own shipmates who 
were left behind ; and it was only by using coerctye measures,, 
in coijunctiotti with my own crew and passengers, and ielling 
them I would not tee^ve them on board unless l2iey did so, 
that they proeeededy though reluctantly, in their duty. . I 
musty however^ etcepttbe offieers, particularly Mr. Thorn- 
s6ii, fourth mate, and Mr. PhiUqpe, the t>oatswam, whose con*^ 
duct and behaviour, in every respect, justiflea my warmest 
praise* 

It may not be amiss to state, that two homrs after the 
skip blew up, a soldier's wife was delivered of a fine boy on 
board the Oambria,. and both mother and child are doing 
well. 

J semam, 
Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient Servant, 

(Signed) W. COOK. 



LETTER FROM THE OFFICERS OF THE 31 ST REGI- 
MENT AND PRIVATE PASSENGERS TO CAPTAIN 
COBB*. 

FahmnOh, March 6, 1825. 
DeasSiu, * . . 

We the undersigned officers of the Slat regiment, and pri.* 
vate passengers on boar^ the Honourable East India. Com- 
pany's h^te ship Kent, under your command, de^ly impressed 
by the signal interposition of Divine Providenee in reacuiqg 
our persons from the two destructive elements to which «>. 
many of our shipmates, have lately (icdlen victims, cannot 
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ntmitet pitwded^lo our .le^iifeiawe AjestoHMJpBS* iii^jtioiit pes*- 
foaniBg.uiaety 4ictated ntiher by pa^lile justice tluMi .by^sti-: 
ti^ ftiencLiifaip, ia itcondiog aoise expressioii oi qui :Uvely.^B^< 
titude to jotty fiif) as a powerful kistruttent eumpk^ped . by 
iUmi^ity GtoA^ £ar t2ie.preserv«tioii not only of our owR 
lhre8,-.but of. those of our beloved fiMnUies,^ ai|4 .of thegaUant 
men with- whom many of ua stand. so closely as^ofjiatod. ; 

From the moment that the alarming announcement of 4m 
was given, you remained steadily at your post» directing the* 
eibrts of those around you .with a degree of self-possession and^ 
ability, . which equally contributed to animate their exertiona, 
and to extend the means of escape to the numerous human • 
beings committed to your charge. 

If those qualities, so conspicuous in your conduct during 
tli^e whole period of our awful suspense, were obseryed to 
change their complexion, from moment to moment, it was by 
their assuming a loftier and nobler character as the imminence 
of our danger increased ; and amid the vain counsel oi some, 
and the noisy and conflicting suggestions oC mapy on board, we 
could not but Admire how calmly but promptly you improved 
every opportunity of preserving your ship, which the varying 
circumstances of our situation presented ; how humanely and 
a^l^sctionately you lent your personal aid and valuable counsel 
in early removing from the scene of destruction, the numerous 
helpless women and children belonging to the troops ; and how 
obstinately you adhered to your vessel until every individnal, 
whom despair did not incapacitate from attempting their escape, 
had quitted it. 

If our sense of gratitude to you for these signal serviees 
did not absorb for the present every other feelings we should 
derive' unfeigned pleasure from dwelHng largely onour oUiga- 
tions to you for your unobtrusive but substantial kkidnest My 
us durfatg our stay on board, as well as for your considerate 
andfibeml attention to the wants and conveniences of e^'eh fb* 
)iumb1eM individ^ placed imder your protection. - - .-'* • 



Whether, therafeN, jeu return immedietely to pro(ies8ioiial 
employmeiit, or retire for » time to private life, you must reit 
•tiuxed that yoa carry along with you the eincerest good wishes, 
and the liveliest gratitude of, 

Dear Sir. • . . 

' Yoiir'very foiithM friaida and eemntBy 
(Signed by the Military Officers and private passengers. } 



CAPTAIN COBB'S RBPLY. 

Albanff, London^ March B, 1985. 

My Dear Sib, 

The kind and by 6ax too flattering letter, put into my hands 
at the moment I was leaving Falmouth, by Captain Sir Charles 
Farrington, demands my instant and grateful acknowledge- 
ments. Although I should be wanting in good feeling indeed, 
did I not fully appreciate the approbation of such friends, who 
in the moment of severe trial, stood forward so manfully to 
meet it, I have not the vanity to think otherwise than that 
personal friendship, and being mutual fellow-sufferers, your 
feelings have led you very much to over-rate my endeavours to 
do my^duty. A lively and thankful recollection of the Support 
and assistance I received from you all on that occasion, I 
shall ever cherish with the best feelings of my heart, and 

[ eanry.with me to the grave. I ardently and sincerely hope 
there is some good in store to recompense you in some mea. 

-sore toe past misfortunes, aiid in that earnest hope let me sub- 
scribe myself, 

Your obliged friend, 

H. COBB; 
To Cohnci Fcaran^'^c. ' % 
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LETTER FROM THE OFFICERS OF THE SlST REGI- 
MENT, OFFICERS OF THE KEET, AND PA8SEK- 
GERS, TO iJAPTAIir COOK* 

Sift, 

It 18 with feelings to which no language can do justice, that 
we, the undented officers of the Slst regiment, and private 
passengers on hoard, and officers belougiBg to the Honourable 
the East India Company's late ship Kent, attempt the gratify^* 
ing duty of pouring out the madequate, mdeed, but unfeigned 
eipressions of our liveliest gratitude, for the signal, the immea- 
sureable obligation we owe you, as the willing instrument em« 
ployed by the Father of Mercies, for the preservation from de- 
struction, of hundreds of lives, invaluable to their femilies, tmd' 
not uninteresting, we trust, to their country. 

^t a time when the awful dispensation, with which ft' 
pleased an adorable but mysterious Providence to visit our 
ship, had assumed an aspect so appalling and hopeless,' aS ta 
exclude from the most sanguine minds every prospect cFf deli- 
verance $ and when even the most audacious and unrefleetilig>' 
amongst us. were compelled to read, as distinctly, in the signs 
around them, as if it were written with « sun-beam, *' lliis 
night thy soul shall be required of thee,**— that Ood, •* who ia 
the midst of ju^g^entremembereth mercy,** had designed yKmr 
baric as an ark of refuge for iis, and had commissioned you, Sir,' 
to the high and honourable duty of opening the door to ts^ 
us m. 

At the present moment especially, when our tuMs aie pe*' 
culiariy humbled and tdhitkA by'tbe itnm^rited goodness of' 
Hun, ** whose wonders we have so recently seen in the great' 
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dttp f * and while w^ amUniMtag Ac pw aw rtuw and lodden 
bttMvement of lo many .gritamt men, bomd to jnoet of nt by 
tiM which aaiiorf and iokUen eta only fully appreciate^ it 
mwM ill become ue, by eonfenkig undue commendation upon 
a fellow mortal, to rob ourheoifeQly Deliverer of any portion 
oUStui paiae And the gldry thet hekm§ tmiuH aloBe ; but, in 
nut «ettcitnde to ehertt a permaaent aeaea. of deyOttt grata- 
iode td tfae tentain of all ffoodt we pereaadaomraeliRee tliat 
we am permitted at the eame tane to nqpteaa jonr hoDcetraA- 
miiarifm ofyimr eaaAttBt, ae tie ehahaal by wbicb thie goad- 
neaa-lna been aaade ta flow iq^ ai;M«for whethee )ve reflect 
•OB^tha p|foaipeiti|de .with.. wiiiflk .9011 booe dofn.to.uft in a&- 
fwarto oon aigaaliif diatnaa^ oE-.on.tha^ekill aadihednam you 
dimd^od ia.effeetiag-duf ^lh«BMilBe,\fiu9etthi^ with a noble 
diaia tere B tetoeeatithaqpeili ia.whkh you tbcaeby* involved yoar 
4wm eaoael; wliethev waxemeadMaiii^astraoidiniffypftripveN 
laaee and anmiety with which you watched and adhered ta «MV 
'hiiraittg.e]|Jip>>kBitilitiift]aetiay«f:ho|ie aeemed to be quenched 
,h& thei daiknaae thafe aayeeBded..ita e i^<Mian» or whether we 
dweUr:o«fthe hamaaftytaadhoepAtaK^ wa espedeneed during 
^mt ecganrte wiA ff^ ^- ^"^ (he.flihilily and d«^alon with 
9fkieii.yott steered ue». wider the axMt cntioal eircumetaneef, 
into a meet friendly port 1 we cannot help regarding you as ctmi- 
nently possessed of the numerous qualities that adorn and 
characterise a British seaman. 

Fully sensild^»howafer» thafe no tempooU remuneration can 
liquidate the dfiH WO have.ineurM to yom jifretshall not vain- 
lyipasfume to e^haate it by a^iy .pecuniary compensation ; but 
we trust you will ^w mi t|ie gratification of . presenting you 
willi^piecitof plftecommeifi^ratiTe of a^^ventthat will hence- 
forward enable you to lay your head i^n your pillow, with 
the saiieet eonsciousnej||Of hayu^perfonned a brilliant achieve- 
iiienfy that haf^bfp^gt^ ungiixed joy into the bosom of many 
a-f«atdulfiunUy^^.,.^,.,H^, , . -.^^ 

We cannot take lef^ of you, Si?^, vnthout expressing our 
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sM«r«tt fldaiowMgiDMts t»'Mi& C^mWy, ylnfr niatie; in pw. 
ikaiut, and toTiDiir cM«r gsnetiMjr^ iri|o ao mgtrly and mdefc: 
tigsblj anppoited. your cSwIs $ aad;'We:tnitt.tlat Mr. Conellf 
wtil aeoepe oltfaevtfiiliiigniaffk ofv4Hii> gmtititde'wliich wUl iie» 
company that datigned for jmnmdL 

To Mesm. JLucaa and Parkeiv and to the other gentlemen 
Oft boird yoQE veMel, we b^^. yon triBi: cdnTcy our' wannest 
thanki for4heir indhndual* tteneTplase and unweaiiedneMia 
ad mi n i rte l riagrtaaii onr waata; and.i)i«aboiild:be guilfey of a 
•aoet unpardonahle omiiaionif we.xefiDamed.firom cenfieMing 
hoir deeply we feel indebted to Hm brave and kiad«bkartad 
Comiab mineis, who werapxDoeiading with yan to pfeateiHe 
their induatriDUscalUng in anMhec hemiqpien, for tkd-ymtf 
oettspKnoufl andhononzablepartliheybQie mi the calamitpai 
ooeMum in queetioa^ aadibr tbe' various im^oiilant serHcaa 
they gvotoitoasly MBdend to iiaroa oar passage to iOalk. 
moiMii* - ■ 

That younelf and our -other hcaoihatodi belongiag to the 
Oambria may be casried in safo^ to^ysnrdistBnt destination, 
und» the IMvine piotectioiif and that you- may^uncearingly 
enjoy a huge measiue of that consolation and gladness whkfa 
yon have been the meaas^f imparting to otttersi is the snoere 
prayer of, ... 

' •• . . ... , . • '. . . 

Sir, 

Your ases^gnteAd taWBiits, 

K.' B.' FBABON, Ijt..€o!. Slst Foot. 

H. COBB, GoitamanderHon. C. late diip Kent;r 

D. M^OiHBOOR, Mf^or Slst Regc 

J. 8BXTON, Cliief Office:^ U. C S. Kent. 

C. FARRINGTON, Capt Slst Regt. 
£. W. BRAYiOspt. Slat'Regt. 

Vr. M. BCKM^H, Lieut. Slst Regt. 

D. PRIN6LE, Private Passenger. 

J.*ORANT, Bo. 

4 



H. 8HUGKBUR€«, Do. 

J. HAY, led Officer H» C«J«te ship K«nt. 

B. M*INT08H, Suiifeon Do. 

JN. CRAMMOND, Asstw Do. Do. 

JOHN THOMSON, 4di OiBcer Do. 

CHA. M<RA£, 5th Officer Do. 

B. MUIA, 8d Officer Do. 

. — BIRCH, Private Passengef. 

R. C. 6BEBN, Gi^t. Slst Regt 
.. . A. iX>UOLA8S, JJmsU Slst Regt. 

J. 8P£NC£, 0^>t Do. 

RONALD CAMPBELL^ Lieut. Do. 

B. TOWN8BMD, M. D. Private PMeenger. 
. G. BUXTON, Lieut dist Begt, 

J. W« WATEBS, Quar. MUter Do. 
. •*-.HATOH£TT^ PrivAte Pasiengier. . 

^ SCBIVEN, H. C. late ship Kent. ^ 

H. B VAN^ Biwigii din Kegt; ' 

THOa TAIT, Do. Do. 

£• H. OENNY8« lieut Do. 
. . CHA&IIHAW, I^eut and Adjt. Do. 

. . B» -& fORAM AM, M. D. AwL ISorgeoA Do. 

A. SHAW, Eniii^ Do. 

T. TIGHB9 eth Officer Hr a ihlp Kent. 
ANTHY. TRAIL, MMthipman Do. 
W. a BBOWN^ Funer Do. 

W. COBP, Midshipoian Do. 

R. ELTON, Po. Do. 

GEO. BALDWIN, Lieut. 81«t Begt. 
BIQIL MONK, Pajmuvter Do. 

B. DODGIN, Lieot. Do. • 

T^Cepf. Wk Cdokyeamfiumdiiigihe.€mnhria 
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lwtiiwc»fli«atoiMr<iieitrricf» wiilchjfooimg^ to 
the oiBceis and soldiers of his Miptily'* ^tot Kgimwit, ukkU^ 
their wives and cfaiidieii, upsm tlu9 fneUmrholy occaaiom 
I hvm ibfi honour to be, 

Your most obedient hnmbli Servant, 

(Signed) HBRBERT TAYliOR. 



t 

"^T" 



CAPTAIN cook's REPLY. 

FtOmtmrn, Mmh 11, IStft, 

Sia; 
I HATB the honour to aekhOWMge yoto lettwr of *ibk Mh 
inst. conveying to me the sontimenta his Royal S^afeaa liie 
Commander in-Cbief has been pleased to entertain, in tsonae. 
qoence of the services I have been enabled to render l(by Hie 
interposition of a Divine Prdvidenee) to^thesirfKf^rt on board 
the Honodrable East India C6mpany'aa!^'Rnit^ at the pe- 
riod t>f her conflagration. 

Permit me, Sir, rato^ respe^Mff* to atiM», that, next to ttte 
heartfeft satisfikction Texpertenteed at having had the t>ppor. 
tonity of fchig useful in the eanse of humanity, I value th^ 
approbation his Royal Higluiess has done me the honour bo 
graciously to express ; and I beg leave -to*' request, lliftt you 
vfiU have die khidness to teiider to his ftoyal Hlghnefta tfiy 
moat humble, but very sincere tbaAks, for this distinguished 
maft of his condescension and goodness, rendered stDI mor^ 
vvhuAld to me in noticing tbOse uhder ttsy conmiand^ by vrhom 
I wea so ably assisted. 

With the greatest respect, ^ 

I liave the honour to be, 

* ■ * sin, • ' . 

' l^oui' veiy oMAent humble Servant, 
(Signed) Wm. COOK. 
To Sir Herbert Tayhry Bart, j;c, jfc. 
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revnm fbom thx secrbtaby at war. 

War^QffiM^ March SO. 
SiK, 

Tbx Secretaiy at war having taken iata eonsideeation the 
raaalHtioii pnwnd at the Bdant <tf the AngloNrMexican Awo^ 
tM» on the 9th hiat« nfaitiTe. to the.impoitaat aerviceB render* 
ed'hy Ciqrtidn CSook and the crew of the Gambna, to tibe Kent^ 
Bast Indiamaiit wberelQr ^7 persona were saved from the 
wieck of the tetter yesael» I am diteetedto acquaint 7oa» that 
hia Jboidafa^.will-awrhoTiae the ama of X«.580 to he granted to 
tiK aMHteff, inateSt and other persons on board the Cambria, iu 
the under«mentioned proportions, Captain Cook stating to this 
office to whom he would wish the same to be issued. 
> I am, atihh same tmie« to^rti^ that Lord Palmerston fe^ 
tbe gveateat 8arisfacitionin.gflfepng U> the Captain and his crew 
this acknowledgment, for their hwnane and meritorious ezer. 
lions- in isaenmg aojiiaii)r.peEROQajGppm the &te, whkh, with- 
ottt-jtlie . Of sielange> of the Cambria^ would haye been ineyit- 
aUa t*^ '. • . 

' /To-abe^aaatet Ulifi^ mate lAiOracting second mate I^SO, 
OMMT, niaemeii^ eadh.L.)a, |i4K) ; mineis, ifi men, each Ii.lQ, 
Jb.MO I making, ia all L.aBO. 

I am, 

V SXA, " . * 

.■ Your jnost obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) . . W. MEHRY. 
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nU>M THE 8BCBBTABT OF TH£ HON. EAST INDIA 

coMBurr TO tkb AOEmnioB^nHE «mp>.€AM- 

BRIA. 

JSoit Mia B<mm^ M^Mk ljs»t5. 

Tir mfiiif nnfl tn jnuf nnnmnmiritiiti nf jWitHitifL Iiiaifiii 
Mraeted to aofOMUt fMH-Uak l|e*tMi» «f^iNMMt o^ lU) 
Bift Iiriis CMiiNngr ha^9-smiibn4i tint m «Bgi^ Icrtthe 
o»aelwof the aiiij» Oanbrifc, «td to C^fwm^09k^tJm^im pmA 
tbe untowmflittoiiid wMj^faii^niM^miiitiun tethft/toi^^—t 
eKpWMCt odMBkHied t»theii>4iy lii» mn ii Nnri iiP 4w i d. t»aiMi' 



On aecottBt of tbe Cteptafai— . . / . .;i :....:.': i 

Por payntent of %ill for ^tiatoat, ^c r Uffly^rH < o 

9or diet^ ft6. of te pi>gieiigag.ii***> *.«<>■*<>»>»»*'* m^? WOf.' kQ^ iO: 
- OnaeeouDtoftlittOMnMnil^^.t' - ;••..-' -..".v.-.:.-. ../i 
For deviunage^' fte. i».i i , ii.«< i n i n yti , jk\i tit^t 1 1 1 <■• iti^^i • u-3 'MM r .dOt* 
Wttfrtnts for the siuM alKMre mentitoed aniaMRptyMleio. 
you at the treasury in this house ; also, wanants for tbo fol* 
lowing sumsi, widch tfte Cowi taw nkolded to.paftMit.to 
GaptuA Cook, his 4>ffie0n, fassinAeitf <aiiA ctevv aodiffigtii^. 
ing which a communication has bean ;lhia. day. addrasfiAstQ 
Captain Cook, viz* 

X O v/aptain IJO OK t^t— » M »*»'***^'*nttmmti*t»*Mmm»»»mt00f^0m»»*»»»t^WM0 n 
X mS first m at e — «»«■<!#»»< » <*■> «»<iiM><i»aMwi»»^Miil<i mtmmtmmmrtf^^ JLvO . 

To the carpenter, aotnig as second mate ^„ 60^ 

To the crew (nine persons) each Ii.iO 90 

To ^c miners (26 persons) each L»I5 ■„...,i »»■■,., 390 
The Court have also authorised their agent at Falmouth to- 
present the ten posons proceeding in the capacity of rointn 
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of a superior cl98S with such cabin stores as n$f contribute to 
their comfort and convenience during their intended T9][a|[ei^to 
the extent of UIOO. 1 am. 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. PART, Sec/reti^. 



The Boyal Exchange AsBtttance bare atso-paid to Measiap 
Psbwn- and Mluit JmI» tm a f9t^«M'to^CttpmA Obok,' and 
I^^to Iw difided^aaiOAg hi* offiis^ahd ^rew« 
. Ilia Boyal iBtamaae Sodetf have awaiied to Captahl Coo& 
aa Hoaoiaiy Medailicnw 

9lMf4«bsefttefB to lAcyd'i vioeed4ke siiai oTLblOO lo Oi^t. 
IMk>«tf aavffig the Mves oT^ «fllMro and fotditen ^ ^bt'SM 
ftq g toi iaftt, and tliy^rew of th^ Kant East RHy<»nsii> 

The Underwriters at Liverpool hate also shown their aectis« 
toroed libeiality on this oocaston* 
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LETTER TO THE COMMITTEE OT THE imSABITAKTS 

OF FAlMOUte. 

FalnunOh^ Match 16, 1895. 
Oektccueit, 
Ix tracing the various links in that ample chain of mercy 
and bounty with which it has pleased a gracious Providence to 
surround the -numerous hidividttats' lately rescued from &»e 
deKemcthm of the aonomable Compan^^^s ship Ken(, we, the 
lieutenant-Colonel commanding, and Officers belonging to 
the AigfatWhig c»f the Slst Regiment, cannot but reflect with 
nnoeasiny gratitude on thb bencffieehce of that amngement, 
wtoeby ourselves and our gallant men, after the awftil and 
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attieting ealaimty tbat befel os, #ere csuk upon tbe s jmpaflues * 
of tiie kibftlMtaiits of Falmouth and th0 adjaceqt towns, who 
have so widely opened thdr hearts to feel, and munificently 
extended tiieir hands to pr6vk|k fbr our numerous and pressing 

wants. . , , ' * 

We were tSirbwn up6n yotir shore as pennyless strangers, 
and ye took ns in ;— w e were hungry, and ye gave us meat ;— 
naked, and ye dothed us ; *- sick, and ye relieved and comfort- 
ed us« '; W« ter9 4>Mafljyo«i fQOimgi.wiA thOde.^tiia t«iio 
r^Qoifcedf fMid ^^ing<vrilib aacli ff(. ini^Ahfid oone toiwselq^. 



Yon have viste^ cpr Mierl«9a!a«i)d \nd<iWB:m tllfit«4lif<iaii»' 
uid sought by uaceasuig ft^ts .pf ithe most noonmiidHcv efeofe^ye, 
and delicate charity, to alleviate tiie meamtte of our Anlbdllgs* . 
Under tn^ laicimMifiifwyp, whattm wesi^, or wh^ere^ihaU 
we .find word^ to ea^re^a our e«MCions ? /You h#irecii0attd be-* 
tween us andomr belo^ poultry an additioittl.ban^ef «4|w? 
tion and gmtitiide« that wiVianiiQfitfe onr Maxe. t/ml, and en. 
able us, amidst all the vicissitndi^ oC^oittprnfesaioml li|B» to 
point out Falmouth to our companions in armB« as one of the 
bri^t spots in our hiq>py land^. whm^ the ftJendleRS dialT find 
many friends, and the nfiltcted receive abundant consotation. 



In the name and on behitlf pf t^ Officers of the Right 
Wing of the Slst Regiment, 

R. B. FEARON, I^ent.-GoL 31st Foot. 
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To ihe ChdtUmm dndMetnifrM^the ; ^> <^ j ; ; . . ;y^ . 

Committee Jbr (he riBlief^fif^ t^^Hr^ , , >, : ^ . \^'. ,\ 

hy ihe dettrttction qf the Hot^raUe i'^r'i^y'':^--''-^^ \:t \ 

C(mpa9u^t*ii^t^etU9^^^CpF<Unm^ih^ [i^*. '\;;^ ij^-^ jr^"] 

THE END. - - / 






PftlVTED BY ▲. BALFOUR AVO CO. 
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